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PASTORAL STAFF

Eddy Simmons, Senior Pastor                 
 217-5724
Garry K. Stuart, Music Minister  

 277-1835      
Richard T. Boda, Youth Pastor
   
 462-3849

Are you being faithful??

Psalm 33:4 “For the word of the LORD is upright, And all His work is done in faithfulness.”


Faithfulness is a characteristic that can be seen in the life Christ-follower.  It is part of the famous “fruit of the Spirit” list, as outlined in Galatians 5:22-23.  We are to be faithful because we follow a faithful God.  Faithfulness is trustworthiness to be there when needed, to keep your word, to be dependable, someone who can be counted to do their job and do it well.  It is the characteristic of someone who is steady and who can be relied upon.  Well are you?  


Why do I ask, you ask?  Well, we are about to finish our 7th month of our church year and it is a good time to do a faithfulness “check-up”.  Faithful in what?  Well, we were so blessed to have many, if not most, of our faith-family at Stewartsville sign up to serve in some area of need in our church body.   Some signed up to teach, substitute, keep up the facilities, grounds, visit the shut-ins, sing, serve in AWANA, EMBRACE, various committees, etc.  You were ready to get to work for the Kingdom by meeting the needs of this body.  So, are you being faithful?  Are you fulfilling the ministry that you signed up to be a part of?  If not, don't despair, just recommit and get to it.  We all get busy and get off-track in life, but, Christ-followers need to be careful to follow-thru on their vows or commitments.  Not begrudgingly, but joyfully, as you serve the Lord.


Paul and other Bible writers had to continually admonish and remind the people they ministered to.  During a difficult time of persecution in the early church, some were 

suffering greatly, even losing jobs and being thrown out of their families for following Jesus.  So, the believers in other areas committed to take up a special offering to be sent to these suffering saints.  Paul admonishes them in 2 Corinthians 8:11 “But now finish doing it also, so that just as there was the readiness to desire it, so there may be also the completion of it by your ability.”  People had gotten excited about the opportunity to serve others and now it was time for Paul and others to come through their town and receive the offering.  So, Paul gently reminded them about their commitments.  


And now, in the spirit of Paul, I am reminding you about yours.  It has been 7 months.  Have you been joyfully and cheerfully fulfilling your commitment.  Is you area of ministry being tended to.  If not, recommit and get to it.   There is much to be done through our faith-family and it takes everyone pulling together to get it all done.  But these things are not just tasks to be checked off a list, they are ministries rooted in the advancement of the Gospel.  They are born out of a grateful heart that desires to please a gracious Savior.  


So, are you being faithful?  That is a question I have to ask myself often.  Am I on track?  Am I concentrating on and fulfilling the ministry that God has given to me?  Am I doing it joyfully and cheerfully?  Could I do it better?  Good to do a check-up every so often.  


We are so blessed by what God is doing in our midst and we want to be found faithful with what He has given us, so that He might give us more.  More souls, more students, more families, more of Him.  


May the Lord Himself help you to be found faithful in these days. 




 Love y'all, Pastor Eddy
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    UPCOMING MEETINGS

     April 10           

Business Meeting
     April 11          7PM
Deacon’s Meeting

     April 19         6:30pm
Embrace Meeting



April 7    6pm
Mitch Melton is preparing our meal.  Everyone age 55 and up is invited and welcome!

And the Lord added………
Baptism:

Rene Smith


2-13-11
Buffy Smith


2-27-11
Allison Smith

2-27-11
Royce Britt


3-13-11

AWANA

Will not meet

Wednesday, April 27 

due to Spring Break…

EMBRACE Women’s Ministry
Will meet April 19 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Women of all ages invited.  Come participate – we look forward to seeing you there.

UPCOMING MUSICAL EVENTS

Children’s Musical
May 22    10:15am
“What’s Up, Zak?”
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RESURRECTION SUNRISE SERVICE

April 24     7:00am

Breakfast to be served following sunrise service  

           Sunday School        9:00 am

           Worship                 10:15 am

No evening service or activities.
THANK YOU
Dear Stewartsville Family,


Thank you so much for the use of the church van during the recent Brazilian student visit.  It was a big help in this ministry.  Thank you also to the families who hosted students.


Pray for the three young ladies who prayed to receive Christ and for the many seeds that were planted.  We are thankful for the doors that God continues to open to minister to the people of Salvador, Brazil.


As always, we gratefully appreciate your partnership.




We love you,




Becky Berdeau




Grace Baptist Church

Community Preventative Health Screening

Life Line Screening

Stroke is the #3 cause of death in US and 80% of All Strokes CAN be Prevented. Life Line Screening will be providing their affordable, non-invasive, painless health screenings for the community on Tuesday, May 3, 2011 at First Baptist Church. Screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries, which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms, which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs, which is a strong predictor of heart disease; and atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat, which is closely tied to stroke risk. Register for the Stroke, Vascular Disease and Heart Rhythm Package for $139. All four ultrasound screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. Your Health is in Your Hands, so call 1-888-653-6441 to pre-register.

8 - 10% of all screening results in ABNORMAL to CRITICAL Findings. The Screenings are effective and are saving lives!!

Scotland Community Health Clinic and the North Carolina Missions of Mercy are sponsoring a Free Adult Dental Clinic at St. Andrews Presbyterian College on May 13 and 14.  The clinic is free to uninsured and low income adults.
The clinic begins at 6:30am on the 13th and 7:00am on the 14th.  

You can support the dental clinic by participating in one of the following ways:

1. Volunteer your time and talents (over 150   volunteers are needed)

2. Give a charitable contribution to help defray 
the cost of the clinic.

  3.  Provide food, snacks for the volunteers.

For additional information, questions, to sign up to volunteer, or to make a charitable contribution, please contact the Scotland Community Health Clinic at 276-9912.  

Evangelistic Crusade
May 1-4, 2011
Led by Dave Walton

Sunday services at 10:15am and 6:30pm

Monday-Wednesday at 6:30pm
Mission trips

You ARE called. You decide where to go.

Every Christ-follower has the privilege and responsibility to take the Gospel to the nations.  We are all called as taught in Psalm 67 and Acts 1:8.  We have all been blessed beyond measure, especially financially when compared to the rest of the world.  With blessing comes great responsibility - “God our God blesses us, He blesses us that all the ends of the earth may fear Him”.  How can they fear (awe, reverence, be struck with terror over their sin) unless someone tells them about our great God.  There are not enough missionaries on the field to do the job and there will never be.  Therefore, it is up to us to fulfill the Great Commission.  Besides, it is fun!  Just ask someone who has gone.  So where can you go?  Well, there are several possibilities through our church and our conventions (the Southern Baptist Convention and the NC Baptist Convention).  All you have to do is pray about it, save and sacrifice for it, and do it.

Options connected with our church:

CANADA – (EH!) - We will be taking a group to work with our missionaries and the folks at a church called Sanctuary.  The trip is from July 15-23, 2011.  The cost is $275 per person.  CLARIFICATION:  despite rumors to the contrary, this is not a youth or families with youth trip.  Everyone is invited.  Age does not matter.  There will be ministry that anyone can do.  Prayer walking, witnessing, ministering to kids, painting, building, etc.  Also, we really would love to have a few people come who can prepare the meals each day (bag lunches and dinner) for the group, as well as help reach out to the South Asians who are immigrating to Canada.  

The following are connected with our church, or known by the Simmons family, but most of the planning and preparations would have to be done by the individual.  

Kendra Burnett – minister with Kendra in France (Bible distribution to refugees).  Summer time is best.  

Mac and Sarah – minister to them and with them.  Prayer walk.  Encourage this family.  Get a vision for their country (not mentioned here for security reasons) and for their work and needs.

Ron and Nancy Copeland – Kenya – inner-city.  These are the folks that sent the beautiful leather ornaments for Christmas.  They are ministering in the slums of Nairobi.  

Harry and Echo Vanderwal – missionary friends of ours doing great medical missions in Swaziland (a country within South Africa).  Great family.  They need people to help disciple new believers.  Check out their ministry at www.lukecommission.org.

Jack and Judy Sprayberry – friends of ours working in Zambia.  They are a RETIRED COUPLE who have given their last years to God for His glory.  They need folks to share the Gospel with untold thousands of lost near where they live in Zambia for six  months each year.  Check out their ministry at:  http://web.me.com/jjsprayberry/help4hope/Home.html
NOTE:  Jack is a world class hunter and might just take you hunting in Zambia as an extra side trip.   Plan your own trip by visiting www.sbc.net and www.ncbaptist.org to see what trips they have for individuals and families.  

Won't you consider giving 1 or 2% (3 – 7 days) of your time this year to ministering in another cultural setting?

See Eddy for more info.  

CTCA COMMUNICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”

For several months our church has been praying for Christ the Cornerstone Academy and God has been so faithful 

to us.  Last Thursday, CTCA hosted an Open House for new parents and students.  Approximately 65 people 

heard about the CTCA ministry at our church which is focused on creating disciples for Christ  through spiritual 

and academic growth.   I was so overwhelmed after the meeting and could not believe the  excitement about the 

school from families that were interested and our church family that came to serve and support CTCA. That evening,

 I praised the Lord for such a great turn out and prayed that He would assist in each family’s decision about attending CTCA and that each family would trust in His will.  I am so amazed  at how God is working through our prayers.  

In 1John 5:14-15 we read, “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according

 to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked

 of him.” (NIV)  As I read these verses, I continued to focus on two words “his will” and could not help but think 

of many seemingly unanswered prayer requests I have prayed.   Many times we get frustrated by unanswered prayers,

 but we must remember that it is according to God’s will and that he sees the big picture.  It also reminded me of 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will 

for you in Christ Jesus.”(NIV)  No matter what happens we are to be joyful in our circumstances and continue to pray because it is God’s will and his timing.  

As we continue our 2011-2012 enrollment season, I ask you to continue to pray for our current students, potential 

students, their families, and our staff.  Also, praise the Lord that our current enrollment for next year is increasing

 and that we are seeing such great spiritual growth and maturity in our current students.  

As always, we thank you for your prayers and support!



Billy Storms  

Stewartsville Baptist Church


10401 McColl Road, Laurinburg, N. C.  28352


Phone:  910-277-0077     Fax:  910-277-8682


Email:  contact@stewartsville.org          web address: www.stewartsville.org  �
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