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People loving Jesus

Any good preacher soberly reflects on his sermons and thinks “I could have said such and such, or I could have said that better”.  I left Sunday morning wishing that I had given more positive examples of people loving Jesus.  The sermon was from Luke 7 and about the woman who washed and anointed Jesus' feet as an act of extravagant gratitude.  Jesus had earlier forgiven her sins and she wanted to bless Him in a tangible way.  I gave a scenario of people saying they love Jesus, but having no evidence in their lives.  So, I wish that I had given examples of people who are demonstrating their love for Jesus through tangible acts of obedience and love.  It is one of the joys of pastoring to be able to see God at work in the lives of many.  So here we go with examples of people loving Jesus within our faith-family:

· A man witnessing at work, seeing a man repent of his sins and become a follower of Jesus. Within 2 weeks, the new Christ-follower leads someone else to Jesus.

· Teenage girls reaching out to a precious girl from the Ukraine.  No way to communicate  


“heart to heart” due to language differences, but they press on and just love on her and seek to include 
her in their lives.

· A business man witnessing to a client at work for many months and finally seeing that witness bear fruit.  The client became a follower of Christ.

· Couples reaching out to couples who are having marital struggles.  Some are seeing good results and some are persevering in their counseling in the midst of difficult situations.

· Many people getting out of their comfort zones and witnessing to Muslims in Canada.

· Many just picking up a paint brush and roller and joyfully ministering by painting houses that are used to house the deaf of Canada.

· Many sweating in blistering temperatures in Toronto (so much for 80's like the Weather Channel predicted).  No complaining, just sweating and serving.

· Many faithfully ministering in the nursery, week after week.  Changing diapers, wiping up spit-up, and singing softly to babies.

· Many using their gifts in music to bless our fellowship.

· Having as many workers as kids at VBS.  I do not know of any other church that can say that.  Wowser!!

· People cooking great meals to bless the VBS workers.  Dieting resumes next week.  :)

· Teachers faithfully proclaiming God's word week in and week out.

· People faithfully giving during hard economic times.  

· People doing lots of secret chores around the church to keep things working.

· People lovingly giving food and other help to those in need.  

· People loving on our CTCA kids and families.

· People weeping with other Christ-followers as they share burdens.

· People reaching out to people struggling with addictive behaviors and seeing victory.  

· People opening their hearts and home to a precious girl from the Ukraine.

· People just loving people.  

· And so on, and so on, and so on..............

Great to see people showing forth their love for Jesus.  

1 John 3:18 - “Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.”

Love y'all, Pastor Eddy


  
          UPCOMING MEETINGS

     August 14
   4:00pm       Deacon’s Meeting
     August 14            

Business Meeting


August 4, 2011 at 7:00pm

Billy Storms will be our guest speaker.  Everyone age 55 and up is invited and welcome!



 August 27 – S.O.S. will be going to the dinner theater at Northwood Temple.  We will leave the 


church at 5:15pm. 
THANK YOU

Dear Stewartsville Church family:


Thank you for all of your prayers.  The cards you’ve sent steadily reminding me that you’re lifting my family and me in your prayers is so encouraging.  Right now, I have a stack of cards over six inches thick.  You’ve all been so thoughtful – so loving.


I had my last chemotherapy on July 19 and then an appointment up at Duke for a PET scan and doctor’s appointment to schedule radiation based on the results of the scan on August 16.  This most recent chemo was not as good as the second but much better than the first.  My greatest dread was that I would throw up from the treatment, and that has never happened.  I realize how unusual that is and am so very thankful.  God’s gentle care has been constant – He’s guarded my entire family and given us all great rest when we’ve needed it, humor when we needed to laugh, patience with each other, and much strength.











Jane Seamans  

Dear Church Family,


Thank you for all your prayers, visits, cards, letters and uplifting to our Lord.  Thanks for such a great church family.









Thanks to our Father,









Epi and Judy Duran 

CTCA COMMUNICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”


As I look at my calendar, it amazes me that school will be back in session on August 25th.  However, I am ready to see all of the students return ready to learn more about Jesus.   This year we will have many new faces at CTCA and it is so exciting to see how the Lord has blessed our school with growth and a staff so focused on spreading and teaching the gospel of Christ.  


Our church has taken the step of faith to start this discipleship ministry and I am so thankful to be just a small part.  CTCA is continuing what students learn at our church each and every Sunday by ministering to several of our church families.  However, this ministry is reaching out into our community as well.  We are able to assist families in raising their children in the way of the Lord.  What an honor and a privilege entrusted to us!.  We are able to teach and watch a child grow academically and spiritually as they become disciples for Christ.  These children are the future of Christ in our nation and the world. 


As the beginning of the school year approaches, I ask that you begin to pray for our students, their families, and the staff.  Please ask the Lord to open the hearts of our students to hear and learn God’s word and to better understand how He is in all academic studies.  Also, pray that our parents will see the growth in their child and continue to grow their relationship with Christ to strengthen their families for the glory of God.  As for our staff, ask the Lord to provide us with a renewed mind to prepare lessons each and every day that honor His name in a manner so that students understand how Christ must be the center of everything they do in this world.


In addition to the prayer requests above, I ask for you to pray for how you can get involved with this important ministry of the church.   “Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.   Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. “2 Corinthians 9:6-7 NIV  It may be that the Lord would ask for you to invest your talents and time by becoming a volunteer or substitute teacher.  Or, He may ask you to become a prayer warrior to pray for the school in general and for specific requests made from students, parents, or staff.  Or, the Lord may lay it upon your heart to help financially support the school.  Start praying now for His will and guidance in how you can get involved with helping CTCA educate future disciples for Christ. 


On Sunday August 28th, our church will be opening the new school year by having forms available to become volunteers, substitute teachers, and prayer warriors for the school.  We will also be taking a special offering for CTCA, with a goal of $25,000.   Most importantly, we will have the opportunity to pray for CTCA and all the area schools as the 2011-2012 school year will be underway.      

I would like to thank each member of our church for your prayers, words of encouragement, and your step of faith as CTCA looks forward to the 2011-2012 school year.  









God Bless, 









Billy 
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