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PASTORAL STAFF

Eddy Simmons, Senior Pastor


Lewis F. McLean, Senior Adult Pastor
 276-4603
Garry K. Stuart, Music Minister  

 277-1835      
Richard T. Boda, Minister of Students   
 462-3849

“Preparing for the Rain”

Pastor Eddy Simmons
There are a lot of expectations for a new pastor.  Many people have an agenda of things that need to be changed, while others have an agenda about things that need to be left alone.  There is a “honeymoon” period that grows into relationship and trust.  So what are my expectations?  I love God’s people and I look forward to getting to know the many believers that He has at Stewartsville.  I look forward to hearing your “stories” about becoming followers of Jesus and about what God is doing in your lives now.  I look forward to sharing from God’s Word and to continuing exciting times of corporate worship together.  I look forward to visiting the different Bible Study classes and other ministries to get a sense of what God is doing in each of these places.  I am “expectantly hopeful” as I get the chance to walk the halls and rub shoulders with His people at Stewartsville.   I look forward to my share of “ribbing” from Pastor McLean and maybe returning the favor.  I look forward to having the opportunity to pray with hurting people and celebrating the great answers to prayer as we walk together with God.  I look forward to getting to know about Scotland County and to getting a sense of the “lostness” of the area.  Probably 80% of the 25,000 plus residents are lost without Christ, dead in their trespasses and sins, and without hope.  I look forward to hearing God’s plan for reaching Scotland County, and beyond, as I watch and pray.  I look forward to talking with Derrick again.  I met him and witnessed to him while we were staying at Hampton Inn in June.  I look forward to sharing Christ with many others as God leads. 
Watch and Pray:  “13 So I went out at night by the Valley Gate in the direction of the Dragon's Well and {on} to the Refuse Gate, inspecting the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which were consumed by fire. 14 Then I passed on to the Fountain Gate and the King's Pool, but there was no place for my mount to pass. 15 So I went up at night by the ravine and inspected the wall. Then I entered the Valley Gate again and returned.”  Nehemiah 2:13-15 (NASB) The primary roles of an Elder/Pastor according to Acts 6:4 are “"But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word."  (NASB)
I love Nehemiah and the way that he carefully led the people of Israel as they rebuilt the walls around Jerusalem.  He examined things carefully and then prayerfully planned for what needed to be done.  This will be my first priority once on the mission field of Scotland County.  I desire to watch for God’s hand and to pray for His leadership and vision for reaching the lost and unchurched/formerly churched.  This will involve looking at all aspects of church life at Stewartsville and seeing what God would have us to rebuild or tear down for His purposes.  Only after much prayer and fasting can this be determined.  This process may take 6 months to a year, so don’t expect any major changes immediately, unless God leads clearly.  

Rightly Dividing and Boldly Declaring the Word:  2 Tim. 4:2 states:  “proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching.”  Proclaiming the word without apology is my heart and my calling from God.  We will be starting a series on Jonah in August during the AM service and we will be looking at the “I AM” statements about our Lord from the Book of John on Sunday nights.  We pray that the Lord will continue to move among His people at Stewartsville, and among those who He draws to be a part of the fellowship.  

Finally, we are overwhelmed with thanksgiving to our Lord for His abundant favor upon our family.  Pastoring at Stewartsville will be a privilege beyond what I deserve.  We are expectantly hopeful about all that He has planned in the future.  His sure return, His seeking and saving of the lost in Scotland and surrounding counties in NC and SC, His growth at Stewartsville, His encouraging and repairing of families/marriages, His calling of members to full-time mission service or other ministry, and His teaching all of us more about His truth and grace.  We are so grateful for all the members who have offered help.  We already feel loved and a part of the family at Stewartsville.  Let us watch and pray together, and then expectantly look for what God is going to do through us in these days.

Seeking the Lost Until They are Found (Luke 19:10),
     Pastor Eddy



*********************





August 7, 2008
7pm

Garry Stuart will be showing slides from his recent trip to Hawaii.  Everyone age 55 and up is welcome and invited.  
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              UPCOMING MEETINGS

     August 12   9am
       Prayer Breakfast
     August 10
       Business Meeting
     August 18   6pm        Laborers For Christ
     August 24  4:30pm   Deacon’s Meeting   
    
Please plan to join us for the next prayer  breakfast.  We meet at 9:00am at Mac’s Breakfast Anytime Restaurant on the second Tuesday of each month.  It is open to anyone who would like to attend.  Plan now to join us on Tuesday, August 12 at 9am.
FREE DENTAL CLINIC
The N.C. Dental Society will conduct a free dental clinic at Stewartsville on Friday and Saturday, August 8 and 9 for ADULTS who do not have dental insurance.  Last year we helped over 300 patients.  In order to make this a success we need volunteers to assist.  

If you are willing to help at the clinic or would like to be a prayer warrior, please contact Barbara Causey.  If you would like to help in the kitchen to feed the volunteers, please contact Jerri Smith.  
“The Germany Mission Team will have a blog with comments, pictures and hopefully some video of our ministry in Munich.  We will try to update the site daily.  I encourage the folks at home to log in and check out our activities.  

The site is www.revelife.com/sbc_missions.  We will be thinking of you all.  Keep us in your prayers as we assist Van and Jackie in their ministry here.”
 

Thank You


Dear Church Family,

Thank you for all of your 
thoughtfulness during Pam’s sickness and time of bereavement.  The calls, cards, visits and food were all greatly appreciated.



Love In Christ,



Dennis & Teresa Turner

  And the Lord added………..

Statement:

Glenn Cowan

6-29-08


Terri Cowan


6-29-08


Rhonda Risley

6-29-08


Jim Walker


7-13-08

Anna Mae Walker

7-13-08

Baptism:

Robert Clark

6-29-08

Mary Clark


6-29-08


James Clark


6-29-08


Raeanna Cowen

7-6-08


Megan Brown

7-13-08


Tammy Todd

7-20-08


SPORTS CAMP
August 12-14
9:00am – 11:30am
Laurel Hill Community Center

Tennis, Baseball, Girls Softball, 
Basketball
(Bring your own sports equipment)

Any adults who would like to be a part 
of this local mission, please contact 
Rick Boda at the church.


Laborers For Christ
August 18    6:00pm

We will meet at Nelma Ciarrocca’s home (7860 Fox Crossing Road) for a salad supper.  Please bring your favorite salad to share.  
AWANA
 

Orientation and Registration for the AWANA year will be held September 3 in the Fellowship Hall from 7-8pm.  All parents and children are encouraged to attend.  Light refreshments will be served.

Classes are for children age 3 through 6th grade on Wednesday nights from 6:15pm to 8:00pm.

Look forward to Fun, Fellowship, Bible Study, Missions, Theme Nights and Contests!  

AWANA:  Because Kids Matter to God!  
Disaster Relief Team

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
 Due to the high cost of gasoline, the Disaster Relief Team has decided to do local mission work this fall, especially for widows and widowers of our church or anyone else on a fixed income.  If you need some repair work done on your home, the Disaster Relief Team will put you on our schedule and will be happy to supply the labor for that work.

Below are names and telephone numbers you may contact in regard to this:

Anna Britt


910-844-5757
Betty Coulter


910-276-7768
Barbara Broughton

910-462-2490
Geraldine Simpson

910-277-1919
Catherine Britt

910-276-4128
RELAY FOR LIFE 2008
September 26 – 27
Donations of bottled water are needed.  You can place them in the choir room.  If you would like to donate cookies or brownies, see Garry.   Workers will also be needed for our booth.  Sign up with Garry now.

    LOCAL MISSIONS

School Supplies:  These supplies are more in demand this year because of the economy.   We are providing Inasmuch snack bags for 102 children each week now and I am positive each of them will need help to get ready for school – supplies and clothes.

Pantry:   We have a good supply of food and we are sharing it with other folks who are reaching out to those in need.  With the gas prices, not too many are able to come to the church so we are helping the neediest of the families whose children are receiving Inasmuch snack bags.  If you know of anyone who needs food, please let us know so we can get a box ready for you.

Furniture:   If you have any furniture, especially bed frames or full bed set-ups or chests, we have a need for them.  One single mother with two children has a couch and kitchen table – that’s all – they sleep on mattresses on the floor.  I can assure you the poverty you see happening in other countries displayed on TV is happening right here in Scotland County.

Inasmuch as you did it unto one of the least of these, my brethren, you did it unto me.
Matt. 25:40
Stewartsville Baptist Church


10401 McColl Road , Laurinburg, N. C.  28352


Phone:  910-277-0077     Fax:  910-277-8682


Email:  contact@stewartsville.org          web address: www.stewartsville.org  �
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