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PASTORAL STAFF

Eddy Simmons, Senior Pastor                 
 217-5724
Garry K. Stuart, Music Minister  

 277-1835      
Richard T. Boda, Youth Pastor
   
 462-3849

Are you weary??


Well, a large group of us are heading to Canada in mid-July, and our main focus in sharing will be based upon the words of Jesus as recorded in Matt. 11:28-29.  In this passage, Yeshua (Jesus) looked out over the weary Jewish people and spoke the words: "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.”    In this passage, the word “rest” means: “to cause or permit one to cease from any movement or labour in order to recover and collect his strength”.   Jeshua (Jesus) had compassion on the people as He saw them collapsing under the religious system of the Pharisees.  The Pharisees had added so many rules to Judaism.  Rules that God never intended to be applied to their lives.  They were so busy trying to keep the rules that they missed the relationship that God offered.  They were in a system instead of a relationship, and they were weary.  No joy, no freedom, no peace, no strength.  The Jewish people of Jesus' time were much like the people with whom we will be sharing in Canada, weary and burdened by a religious system.  The system that these people are burdened with is different than in Jesus' day, but still burdensome.  The religious systems of Islam, Hinduism, and Sikhism are prevalent in the Toronto area of Ontario, Canada, where we will be ministering.  The end of the passage, “and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS”, is a quotation from Jeremiah 6:16 “Thus says the LORD, 'Stand by the ways and see and ask for the ancient paths, Where the good way is, and walk in it; and you 

will find rest for your souls.'  But they said, 'We will not walk in it.'”  God was calling the people of Jeremiah's day into relationship with Himself, but they refused to enter into it, and thereby missed the rest.  The answer for them and for us is still the same - “stand by the ways and see and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is, and walk in it”.  God's original plan was for you and I to enter into a personal intimate relationship with Him and not just to tack a religious system onto our lives.  Sometimes the “ancient ways” are still the best.  


How about you??  Do you feel rested as you spend time in God's word, in prayer, or with God's people on a regular basis?  If not, perhaps you are going about it the wrong way.  Remember the Life Action definition of GRACE - “the God-given inner desire and power to do God's will”.  GOD-GIVEN, not worked up in the flesh.  Yes, discipline is required in the life of a Christ-follower, hence the term “yoke” in Jesus' statement in Matt. 11, but it is a process of cooperating with the Holy Spirit as He works in your life to produce Christ-likeness.  He works and we work with Him.  When we fight Him and His ways, then we become weary.  When we work with Him and rest in Him, then we find peace and joy for our souls.  As a pastor, I feel burdened for the “weariness” that I see on peoples faces.  I wonder if they are struggling under an imposed religious system instead of operating out of a love-relationship with Jesus, or if something else is going on.  Perhaps it is just that good Christ-followers have become too entangled in the world and it is wearing them out.  Take a few moments and do a self-examination.  Weary of religion or wearied by busyness?  If either is true, then, “come unto Me...” 



   Love y'all, Pastor Eddy
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    UPCOMING MEETINGS

     July 10
   4:00pm       Deacon’s Meeting
     July 10            

Business Meeting




Monday, July 4 at 11:30am
Please sign up by July 3 on the bulletin board.  Come out for an enjoyable time.  Everyone age 55 and up is invited and welcome!


S.O.S. News
August
4 - regular monthly meeting

We will be going to Northwood Temple for their dinner theater on either the 20 or 27 - more details later

 

September
1-  Monthly meeting

 

October
6 - Monthly meeting

 

This month I am planning a trip to Charlotte to the Billy Graham Museum and the DInner Theater in Fort Mill to see "Lord of Light"

    

As I get the final details, I will put sign up sheets on the bulletin board

MUSIC NOTES
We need a couple more people to train as sound and video operators.  Please see Garry if you are interested in serving in this ministry.
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FOOD PANTRY

We need canned meats and rice for the pantry.  You may leave the items in your SS class or at the Welcome Center.  Thank you for helping!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Sun, July 24 – Thurs, July 28
6:00pm to 9:00pm
Register your child now for an exciting and fun-filled Vacation Bible School.
VBS work days:  

July 11 at 6:30pm


July 12 at 9:00am


July 13 at 9:00am

MISSION TRIP TO CANADA
July 15 – July 23

Please be in prayer for those going on 

the mission trip.

CTCA COMMUNICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”

The halls are quiet with all of the students and teachers gone for the summer.  Though I have found myself missing each one, it has allowed me to accomplish much in planning for next year.  I have been able to look at new textbooks for next year, revise our student handbook, and many other things in preparation for the students to return in August.   
As I was writing my opening paragraph my mind began to wonder, which is not unusual when I sit down to write something.  I started thinking about being prepared for the students.  Our society is focused on being prepared for natural disasters, health issues, life, for college, for ……, and even death.  Just do a Google search on being prepared for a hurricane and see all of the sites that prepare someone for these large storms.  Even the Boy Scout motto is:  BE PREPARED!  We even plan for death by buying up large life insurance policies to ensure that our families will be taken care of financially.  Now I am not saying that being prepared for these things is a bad thing; however, are we focusing on the most important way of being prepared for life and death?
Do we have a truly personal and intimate relationship with Jesus Christ?  Are we prepared for the storms of life?  Can I discern when something will harm me spiritually?  Am I truly ready to be called home or for His second coming?  

“The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it.” Proverbs 27:12 NIV
So, my thoughts caused me to question and reexamine how I am preparing things for next year.  I have started asking myself these questions:  Does this prepare students for a relationship with Christ or does it strengthen their relationship in a manner to deal with the storms of life in a way that honors and glorifies His name?  Does this make them prudent or wise?  Is this what we should be focused on at CTCA and in our own lives?  We should be preparing by examining our relationship with the Lord and strengthening our relationship by reading and studying scripture, praying for forgiveness of our sins, and making sure that everyone around us has a relationship with Jesus.  This will help us see the evil, sin, and possible storms around us and we can be better equipped by following His word.  

It is my prayer that the investment of preparing these young students for their future life will strengthen their faith in Christ so that they will have the wisdom to see the opportunities in their lives to endure life’s challenges with the hope and joy found only in Jesus.      

Billy Storms

******************
Christ the Cornerstone Academy

School Offering

Sunday, August 28, 2011

Goal:  $25,000
Stewartsville Baptist Church


10401 McColl Road, Laurinburg, N. C.  28352


Phone:  910-277-0077     Fax:  910-277-8682


Email:  contact@stewartsville.org          web address: www.stewartsville.org  �
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