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PASTORAL STAFF

Eddy Simmons, Senior Pastor                 
 217-5724
Garry K. Stuart, Music Minister  

 277-1835      
Richard T. Boda, Youth Pastor
   
 462-3849

“Oh give thanks to the Lord”

1 Chronicles 16:8 - “Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name ; make known His deeds among the peoples”

1 Chronicles 16:34 - “O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His loving kindness is everlasting.”

Psalm 9:1 - “I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart ; I will tell of all Your wonders.”


It is indeed good to give thanks to the Lord.  And we, the faith-family of Stewartsville, have much to be thankful for.  One of the heartaches of being a pastor is that you get to see some pretty ugly things behind the scenes in families and in the life of a church body.  BUT, one of the greatest joys of being a pastor is that you get so marvelous things behind the scenes in the lives of a church family.  There are many things for which I want to and must give praise for today.  God is doing amazing things behind the scenes in people's lives.  Marriages are being restored.  Children's hearts are being drawn back to their parents.  Forgiveness is being granted and received.  Relationships are being restored on many levels.  God is at work behind the scenes and I am grateful to have the privilege of watching Him work.  It is sometimes scary as I wait to see what God is going to do and how people are going to respond, but He is so faithful.  


One of the heartaches of being a faith-family is that we see some pretty ugly things 
as we get in the flesh.  Part of our remaining fleshly nature at work. BUT, one of the joys of being a faith-family is that we get to see God at work in our midst as we share life together, with all of it's messes and problems.  We get to see God work in meeting physical needs, such as in the case of Dusty, the Highway Patrolman that we prayed for, who has been miraculously (I don't use that word lightly) healed of cancer.   We get to hear and see how God is working in families.  We get to hear answers to prayers, as in the case of my dad and Kaye, getting good reports with regard to their battles with cancer.  We get to see new families come as one member of that family steps out in faith and surrenders to Jesus.  We get to see our school grow in numbers and in spiritual depth.  We get to see men, your deacons specifically, bow their heads and pray for families, by name, for over 1.5 hours during a recent meeting.  We get to see God reach out through our faith-family to meet the needs of those who have recently had surgery or been hospitalized.  We get to see one another act like Jesus and minister redemptively in the lives of others.  We get to see a women's Bible study that was scheduled for 1 hour, go for nearly 2 hours as women become real and transparent with their struggles.  Growth is taking place all around us and for that I am grateful.  Disciples are being made, which means we are closer to being what a church body is supposed to be.  


Is it all buttercups and roses??  No, people are still people, and we still mess up.  BUT there are a lot of buttercups and sweet roses coming up as we open up our lives to one  another, become vulnerable and real, and let others know that we are “fellow strugglers” in this thing we call the Christian life and as we surrender our lives more fully to God.  And for that and much more, I am thankful. 

 Love y'all, Pastor Eddy
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    UPCOMING MEETINGS

    March 1           7pm         Deacon’s Meeting
     March 13      

Business Meeting

     March 15         6:30pm
Embrace Meeting
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We will be preparing our Sunshine Baskets to take to 
the Homebound and Nursing Homes.  Everyone age 55 and up is welcome.
S.O.S. News

We had a great first meeting in February with 29 people attending.  After a salad supper with every kind of salad you could imagine, we elected officers and talked about upcoming events and activities.  Mr. Brooks Baines also shared with us the tax law changes for the new year and how to protect our estates from the inheritance taxes.

Our March meeting will be on the 3rd and we will be preparing sunshine baskets for our nursing home and shut-in members.  Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside the fellowship hall to see what you can bring.  We will meet at 6pm and after putting the baskets together, divide up and go out visiting.  Everyone 55 and older is invited to participate.

Upcoming events include make-it-and-take-it craft days, a day trip to Wilmington and lunch with Mary Ward, Senior Jubilee at Myrtle Beach, lunch at area restaurants, and the dinner theater in Fort Mill, SC.  Come join us!!
EMBRACE WOMEN’S  MINISTRY
Tuesday, March 15     6:30pm

Embrace is open to women of all ages.  Please come and be a part of what is happening at SBC.  If you need a ride, call Linda Peele at 276-3821.

CALLING ALL BOOKWORMS!
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If you love reading and talking about great Christian books, this group is for you!  The Women's Embrace ministry is starting a "Book of the Month" club.  Each month, we will read a selected book and then meet together for a time of discussion and sharing about what we read.  Books will include non-fiction, biographies, Christian classics, and books of the Bible.  (Remember, there are 66 great books within the pages of God's Word!)  
 

We will also work on developing a reading list of great books for children and young people that you can use in developing a love of reading in the children in your life.  In addition, we will look into carrying this ministry into some of our nursing homes, with members of our group reading aloud and/or leading discussion groups for residents (and other shut-ins) who would be blessed by reading and sharing with others.
 

Our first meeting will be March 8 at 7:00 at Sharon Miller's home.  The address is 13441 Oakwood Drive in Laurinburg.  If you need directions or a ride, you can call 910-280-4543 or e-mail Sharon at thejohnmillers@roadrunner.com.  We will be discussing the book "Parenting Prodigals".  This will also be an organizational meeting and a time to select our next book, so if you are interested in participating in this group come on March 8, even if you haven't read the book we'll be talking about.  You are welcome and encouraged to bring a friend!
 

We'll have some good coffee and light refreshments, so bring your reading glasses and join us!

CTCA COMMUNICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”

It is a busy time at CTCA with the second semester in full swing and with recruitment, we are accepting applications for the 2011-2012 school year.  During all of the busyness, God refocused my thoughts this week to direct me to the purpose of CTCA with a valuable life lesson by one of our elementary students.  


At lunch this week, I noticed a student sitting alone who appeared to be sad.  After speaking to him further, he began to tell me and Mrs. Tippett that his heart was breaking and hurting.  We asked him to explain his feelings further and during the conversation, he stated that two of his classmates were mad at each other and had said some mean things.  They told each other that they didn’t want to be friends anymore.  Tears began to roll down his face as he commented that it was breaking his heart into pieces to see his two friends fight with each other because it is wrong to hate.  We asked him what would make him feel better and he quickly said, “I want them to be friends.”  We had him share his heart with his two friends and without much help from us, they apologized to each other right away.  Mrs. Tippett then prayed with the children and encouraged them to ask God for forgiveness through prayer.  

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." (John 13:34-35 NIV)

This young man demonstrated a love for others that caused his heart to ache.  I feel that he was demonstrating the way Christ wants all of us to live our lives.  It demonstrates that this young man’s family, Church, and CTCA have created a partnership to develop a committed disciple for Jesus Christ.   At lunch that day, I witnessed the product of this partnership and it taught me a lesson of love and the true purpose of CTCA. 

Please continue to pray for CTCA and that God will continue to bless us with the evidence of spiritual growth in all of our students. 

	



Jersey Mike’s is partnering with Christ The Cornerstone Academy in Laurinburg to raise money.  Please help us by purchasing Jersey Mike’s Subs in March and tell them we appreciate their support.  Tell your friends and family!

3 Ways You Can Help:


1.  Every Little Bite Helps – all month long Jersey Mike’s is donating portions of every sub sale back to Christ The Cornerstone Academy.


2.  Jersey Mike’s Silly Bandz – Jersey Mike’s has created their own branded Silly Bandz for purchase.  For a $5 donation you will receive 6 Silly Bandz as well as a free chip and drink offer for your next purchase.  100% of Silly Bandz sales goes directly to CTCA.

3.  Make A Difference Day, Monday, March 28.  Buy any regular size sub and receive a second regular size sub free * with a minimum $1 donation to our school.   *of equal or lesser value

*********************
LABELS FOR EDUCATION

Earn Bonus Points!

	We know you have a big place in your heart 
for your school. Now through May 31st, 
CTCA can receive one bonus point for each 
UPC submitted!  Keep collecting those labels. 
 Some of the participating products:  
Campbell’s Chunky, Select Harvest and 
Healthy Request soups, Spaghetti O’s, 
Swanson, Prego, V8 Splash, Pop Secret
 popcorn, Post Cereals, and Pepperidge Farm.  
We have a box in the office for the labels. 
 Thanks for helping!
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