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 462-3849

The Difficult Simplicity of the Life of a Christ-follower

As a pastor, you find that people want easy answers to complex problems.  Years of abuse, marital conflict, wayward children, personal moral struggles, etc.   It is often as if people want you to wave a magic wand (a spiritual one of course, not one linked to magic or evil spirits) much like Glenda, the good witch of the North in the Wizard of Oz.  “Don't give me Scripture or biblical answers,” they protest, “just wave your wand, sprinkle some magic dust on my head and solve my problems.”  Sometimes I wish that I had one to be honest, because the my heart also yearns for immediate results in peoples lives.  But, such an instrument does not exist.  What does exist is the difficult simplicity of the Gospel and the admonitions to walk like Christ walked in this life.  Difficult because of our flesh.  We want to pray, but we love to sleep.  We want to read the Bible, but we love to read the sports page; or the latest fashion, home, or cooking magazine.  We want to memorize Scripture, but we love to memorize details about Hollywood or sports stars.  We want to fast, but we love our McDoubles and Frappes.  We want to meditate on the word, but we love to meditate on ourselves, our troubles, and our wants.  We want to have times of silence, but we love the noise of this world, especially piped into our ears through little speakers.  We want to love others, but we love to love ourselves.   We want to witness, but HGTV or Fox News is captivating our senses.  Besides, someone else will do it.  Dave Walton probably already witnessed to them anyway.  We want to help the poor, but we love our luxuries.  We want to help the orphan, but we love our comforts.  

The  “difficult simplicity” of the Gospel.  The Gospel can be received by a child.  In fact, it must be received with child-like faith, brokenness over sin, and surrender.  But it does not end there.  The Gospel is not just received, but it is then lived out in your life.  That is 
where the difficulties begin.  The Gospel demands surrender, death to self, forsaking the flesh, denying luxury, looking to the needs of others, obeying Christ's commands, loving others, denial of personal wants, sacrifice of time/talent/treasure, and on and on and on.  Sounds difficult and it is, but not because it is difficult, but because we are still in our fleshly bodies, we choose to obey that flesh, and because we still live in a sin-saturated world.  Difficult, but simple.  God is not asking you to move any mountains, He is simply asking you to enjoy Him and to obey Him.  Better yet, He has given the means, the prescription for joy and obedience.  Simple yet difficult.  So what is the means, or better what are the means?   Being saturated daily in His word.  Memorizing His word.  Fasting.  Resting.  Waiting on Him.  Frugality.  Spending times in meditation and silence.  Serving others.  Using our wealth for His things that are on His heart.  Deep study of His word.  Simplifying our lives.  Good stewardship of the resources He has provided.  Submission to authority in and out of the church.  Sharing your story with the lost.  Worship – private and corporate.  Confession of sin – private and corporate.  Prayer, deep times of prayer.  Simple yet difficult or so it seems.  So many struggle.  Why?  No relationship with Jesus, or no understanding of doing these things out of a love relationship w/ Jesus, or no knowledge of how to do them in the power of the Holy Spirit; or laziness, worldliness, self-centeredness, etc.  

The life to be lived by a Christ-follower is indeed simple.  Not a long list.  Not bizarre things to be done.  Just things that deepen and broaden our relationship with the Savior.  He supplies the power.  He urges us on.  He forgives our failures.  He chastens our disobedience.  He loves and loves and loves.  He graces us again and again.  He yearns for fellowship with us.  Simple disciplines of the faith, when obeyed with a good heart, bring joy, peace, patience, His favor, help....  Removal of all problems???  NO!  But strength for each new day and for each new problem.  Hope!!  Peace!!  New perspective in the midst of problems that are common to all men of the earth.  But especially a sense of His presence and closeness in the midst of the storms.  

Oh dear ones, I beg with you to surrender to the difficult simplicity of the life of a Christ-follower.  That is where the joy of life is to be found.  Love y'all, Pastor Eddy
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    UPCOMING MEETINGS

    May 15           

Business Meeting
     May 15
   3:00pm       Deacon’s Meeting
     May 17         6:30pm
Embrace Meeting



May 17 at 12 noon - Make it and Take it craft day for Senior adults.  Bring a lunch and we will eat with CTCA and then have our craft time.   You will need to bring a "Fat Quarter" of fabric (available at Walmart for $2) in a color that you want. All other supplies will be provided.  See Garry if you have any questions

 

 May 26 - Senior Adult Rally at Rockingham - we will leave the church promptly at 8:45 and return around 1:45.  Deadline to sign up is Sunday, May 8th.  Cost is $4 per person and this includes your lunch. 

EMBRACE Women’s Ministry
Will meet May 17 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Women of all ages invited.  Come participate – we look forward to seeing you there.

Children’s Musical
May 22    10:15am
“What’s Up, Zak?”

Come out and enjoy the musical presented by our children.

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SERVICE
May 15 at 10:15am

All graduating seniors who wish to participate in our service are asked to call the church office between 9-3pm to sign up.  We need our name and a phone number where we can reach you.
AWANA AWARDS NIGHT

May 15   6:30pm

Clubbers need to meet in your rooms at 6:00pm in uniform.   Parents and families are encouraged to attend.
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NEW ARRIVAL

Congratulations to Jason and Chasity Yarborough on the birth of their twin boys  April 5, 2011.  William Mark weighed 6 lbs. 8 oz. and was 20” long.  Weston Scott weighed 5 lbs. 12 oz. and was 19.5” long.  William and Weston join their big brother, Blake.          

Congratulations to Bob and Karen Ewald on the birth of their grandson, Paul DeWitt Eggebroten.  Paul was born April 19, weighed 7 lbs. 3 oz and was 20” long.  
Homecoming?
So what happened to Homecoming this year?  
Well, your staff talked about it and decided that it was an event that no longer ministered to the body as it once did.  Why the change? 
 Well for one, the last several years of celebrating Homecoming at Stewartsville saw a marked decline in the number of former members coming to Homecoming.  Like many traditions in the church it served a purpose in the past, but may not be relevant for today.  I miss the meal and fellowship, but we plan on doing that throughout the year at different times.  
Change can be hard, but it can also be good.  I know that some will miss this gathering, and I can understand why.  However, we need to always be ready to make changes that make sense for our overall church family and that are in line with our overall mission as a church body.  We do plan on having a fellowship meal and special offering for CTCA in the month of June.  More details to follow.  Thanks for your understanding spirit, spirit of unity, and flexible spirit.  
Love y'all, Pastor Eddy

[image: image4.emf]


MOTHER’S DAY

May 8

When God made mothers He formed within them qualities of His own nature – an unconditional 

love, a watchful eye, a caring touch, 
a listening ear, a protective hand, a giving heart.


Mission trips

You ARE called. You decide where to go.

Every Christ-follower has the privilege and responsibility to take the Gospel to the nations.  We are all called as taught in Psalm 67 and Acts 1:8.  We have all been blessed beyond measure, especially financially when compared to the rest of the world.  With blessing comes great responsibility - “God our God blesses us, He blesses us that all the ends of the earth may fear Him”.  How can they fear (awe, reverence, be struck with terror over their sin) unless someone tells them about our great God.  There are not enough missionaries on the field to do the job and their will never be.  Therefore, it is up to us to fulfill the Great Commission.  Besides, it is fun!  Just ask someone who has gone.  So where can you go?  Well, there are several possibilities through our church and our conventions (the Southern Baptist Convention and the NC Baptist Convention).  All you have to do is pray about it, save and sacrifice for it, and do it.

Options connected with our church:

CANADA – (EH!) - We will be taking a group to work with our missionaries and the folks at a church called Sanctuary.  The trip is from July 15-23, 2011.  The cost is $275 per person.  CLARIFICATION:  despite rumors to the contrary, this is not a youth or families with youth trip.  Everyone is invited.  Age does not matter.  There will be ministry that anyone can do.  Prayer walking, witnessing, ministering to kids, painting, building, etc.  Also, we really would love to have a few people come who can prepare the meals each day (bag lunches and dinner) for the group, as well as help reach out to the South Asians who are immigrating to Canada.  

The following are connected with our church, or known by the Simmons family, but most of the planning and preparations would have to be done by the individual.  

Kendra Burnett – minister with Kendra in France (Bible distribution to refugees).  Summer time is best.  

Mac and Sarah – minister to them and with them.  Prayer walk.  Encourage this family.  Get a vision for their country (not mentioned here for security reasons) and for their work and needs.

Ron and Nancy Copeland – Kenya – inner-city.  These are the folks that sent the beautiful leather ornaments for Christmas.  They are ministering in the slums of Nairobi.  

Harry and Echo Vanderwal – missionary friends of ours doing great medical missions in Swaziland (a country within South Africa).  Great family.  They need people to help disciple new believers.  Check out their ministry at www.lukecommission.org.

Jack and Judy Sprayberry – friends of ours working in Zambia.  They are a RETIRED COUPLE who have given their last years to God for His glory.  They need folks to share the Gospel with untold thousands of lost near where they live in Zambia for 6 months  each year.  Check out their ministry at:  http://web.me.com/jjsprayberry/help4hope/Home.html
NOTE:  Jack is a world class hunter and might just take you hunting in Zambia as an extra side trip.  
 Plan your own trip by visiting www.sbc.net and www.ncbaptist.org to see what trips they have for individuals and families.  

Won't you consider giving 1 or 2% (3 – 7 days) of your time this year to ministering in another cultural setting?    
See Eddy for more info.  

MEMORIAL DAY

Monday, May 30

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation's service.
CANCELLATION

Scotland Community Health Clinic and the North Carolina Missions of Mercy have CANCELLED the Free Adult Dental Clinic which was scheduled May 13 and 14 due to lack of provider participation.
CTCA COMMUNICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”

We are beginning to wind up the school year at CTCA and the end of the year normally means test time.  Our ninth graders just completed a required national battery of academic testing and now all students are preparing for final exams.  We are reviewing everything we covered since the beginning of the year and then students will test to see what they have learned.  Teachers are also encouraging students to do their best, study hard, and take the test with confidence. I say this because Dave Walton came for a visit to CTCA and spoke with our 8th and 9th grade students about tests.  He spoke to them about the tests they are taking in school and the great opportunity they have at CTCA to be prepared for academic tests; however, more importantly the spiritual tests they will face.  This is the purpose of CTCA -- to prepare disciples for Christ who will be prepared for life’s tests and temptations.  These tests will come in different forms, but they will come, and it is our duty to prepare young men and women to handle these tests with their eyes on Jesus.  

12Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  13But rejoice that you participate in the suffering of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  1Peter 4:12-13NIV

Truthfully, we all need to remember these verses because we all face spiritual tests and we should not be surprised.  As Christ followers, we are going to be tested and tempted, but we need to rejoice and give glory to God before, during, and after each test.  

Also, just like our teachers, we should seek others who are going through a test and encourage them to stay in the Word, pray, and rejoice that they are a child of Jesus.  We must face the situation with confidence that as a believer in Christ we should fear nothing. 

Please pray that the parents and teachers of CTCA students are preparing them to meet life’s spiritual challenges in a manner that glorifies God.   
Thank you for your continued support, 

 Billy 
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