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PASTORAL STAFF

Eddy Simmons, Senior Pastor                 
 217-5724
Garry K. Stuart, Music Minister  

 277-1835      
Richard T. Boda, Youth Pastor
   
 462-3849

***********************************
“Christmas:  How absurd!!”

“One of the great attractions of Christianity to me is its sheer absurdity!” (Malcolm Muggeridge). 


We are either the most blessed of all men or the craziest of all men.  We worship a baby who came to a poor Hebrew family?  We put our eternal well-being in His hands??  Absurd or fantastic!  The wonder of Christmas is the coming of our Messiah.  It is often overwhelmed by the glitz, glitter, and consumerism on steroids.  It is a time for much of the world to display what they believe.  True Christ-followers display through words and actions that we believe that God came in the form of a baby.  Absurd to most of the world.  A baby??  How could a baby save anyone?  Well, an ordinary baby could not, but the baby whose birth we celebrate was no ordinary baby.  He was, and is, God in the flesh.  Absurd!  God in the flesh?  Fully God and fully man.  Absurd! Unbelievable!  Fantastic!!  Glorious!!  


Yes it is unbelievable.  Without faith it is utterly absurd and unbelievable.  Yet even if you do not personally believe it, it remains true.  God declared it to be so, and so it is! Fantastic!  Glorious!  Wonder-filled!  God declared in Matthew 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means “GOD with us.”  Incredible!  Incredibly wonderful!  


You and I are about to celebrate the birth of THE SAVIOR of the world.  We are about to gather as families and marvel at the incredible grace and goodness of a God who would formulate such a wonderful plan to bring men, sinful men, back into relationship with Him.  The only catch is that sinful men must acknowledge their sin and put their faith and trust in this One, this virgin conceived Child, this marvelous Savior, who would “increase in wisdom and stature, and favor with God and men” (Luke 2:52), would live a sinless life, and would die a brutal death to pay for our sins.  Absurd!  Wonderful!  Worthy of celebrating!  


So, are you willing to be absurd in the eyes of much of the world?  Absurd enough to greet every clerk, every stranger, every waiter or waitress, with MERRY CHRISTMAS?  Are you then willing to invite them to become followers of this Child?  Are you willing to be considered absurd as your extended family gathers by daring to ask permission of the host or hostess to pause for a few minutes and read the historical account of the birth of this Child, Jesus, as recorded in the Book of Luke?  I hope that you are that absurd!  Are willing to be absurd enough to forsake spending all of your money on yourself and your family and instead concentrate some of your giving on helping widows, orphans, or the poor and lost, through ministries such as Samaritan's Purse, World Vision, or Gospel for Asia?  Even church-folk might consider you absurd if you do! God will count you as faithful and loving if you do!


Without the virgin conception, and sinless life, Jesus would have been just another martyr or a good example of sacrifice.  But with the truth of the virgin conception, through His sinless life, His death on the cross, and His bodily resurrection, He brings hope to all who will believe.  It may sound absurd to the world, but it all sounds wonderful to me.  Have a Merry Christmas, as you and your family celebrate the coming of our Savior. 



 Love y'all,  Pastor Eddy
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    UPCOMING MEETINGS

     Dec. 12                

 Business Meeting

     Dec. 14 
 6:30pm  
 Embrace Women’s




 Ministry


Thank You

To all our Christian brothers and sisters.


Thank you for your cards, visits, food  and most of all your prayers shown to us during Royce’s recent surgery and a special thanks to the Eddy and Rick for helping with transportation,  God bless the young men and Mr. Hine for the yard work.  We love you.


Royce and Jo Britt

Pastor Eddy and the members of Stewartsville Baptist,


Thank you very much for your generous donation in sponsoring Athletes in Action. They are extremely appreciative for your help.  I’m grateful as well as I know the mission of AIA has changed many lives.







Regards,










Richie Schueler



Saint Andrews Basketball Coach

Upcoming events – mark your calendar!
December 5             10:15 AM 


   
     Preschool Christmas Musical

December 12           10:15 AM 

     Children’s Choir Christmas Musical  
     “Star of Wonder”

December 12  
       7 PM 

     Youth Christmas Musical 

December 19            10:15 AM 

     Adult Choir Christmas Musical  

     “Hark! The Angels Sing”

Christmas Eve Communion Service
Friday, December 24    6pm

Everyone is welcome!


LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS
 OFFERING       Goal:  $15,000

Who is Lottie Moon?
Born into privilege on a Virginia plantation, Charlotte Digges Moon was a smart, forceful woman who could have achieved most any goal. But God’s call focused Lottie’s life on sharing Christ’s love with China’s lost masses. For 39 years she endured hardship and danger in a land oppressed by famine, disease and war. In the end, she loved the Chinese people more than life itself, giving her own food to starving neighbors – eventually dying of starvation herself.

Why is Southern Baptists’ international missions offering named for this early missionary? Throughout her career, Lottie wrote numerous letters home urging Southern Baptists to greater missions involvement and support. One of those letters, excerpted below, triggered Southern Baptists’ first offering for international missions in 1888 – enough to send three more missionaries to China.

“How many there are … who imagine that because Jesus paid it all, they need pay nothing, forgetting that the prime object of their salvation was that they should follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ in bringing back a lost world to God.”

Lottie Moon, Tengchow, China, Sept. 15, 1887
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Garry’s Open House
December 10  
 6pm – 9pm 

All are invited and welcome!

Community Blood Drive 

to be held at

Stewartsville Baptist Church

Friday, December 17
12 noon – 4pm

Please support the community blood drive by giving the “Gift of Life” during this Holiday Season!  Call the church office to schedule an appointment.  All presenting donors are automatically entered in a drawing to win a pair of Delta Roundtrip Airline tickets!

The church office will be closed Friday, December 25, Monday, Deember 27, and Friday, December 31.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Please join us for an Advent family get-together on Sunday evening, December 19th at 6pm.  We will have a light supper of soup, crackers and/or corn muffins and dessert.  Our worship service will be held in the old sanctuary.  Come out and enjoy this celebration of the holidays!  Please see the bulletin for an RSVP.
CTCA COMMUNICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”

The holiday season is upon us and celebrations have already begun.  At CTCA, we kicked off the season with our annual Thanksgiving Dinner on November 19th.  All of our students and staff participated in designing decorations, personalizing cards for parents and guests, entertainment, and of course, the food preparation.  The day arrived and the Lord calmed our nerves and allowed us to have a great time of fellowship to honor Him with thanksgiving.  We appreciate the eighty in attendance to celebrate with us!




During the dinner, our students quoted scripture they had studied in their Bible classes.  The elementary students had an underlying theme of “His mercy endureth forever”   while the high school students’ theme was giving thanks to God.    During this time, I was reminded of Psalm 136 of how God’s mercy and love are endless and it will never run out for us and that we should daily give thanks.  “Oh, give thanks to the God of heaven! For His mercy endures forever. “  Psa 136:26 NKJV

I decided to continue this theme during our first Chapel in December by explaining to our students how we should be preparing our hearts and minds for Christmas.  Just as a family prepares for a new baby by selecting a meaningful name, this was also true for Jesus. (Matt. 1:21)  The name Jesus is derived from the Greek form of the name Jeshua or Joshua, meaning “Jehovah-Savior” or “the Lord saves.  The title Christ is derived from the Greek word for Messiah and means “anointed one”. (McDowell, More Than a Carpenter, p.11)   It is because of God’s mercy and love that he sent his son to this earth to die for our sins.  We should remember this and know that our Lord does save and he sent the anointed one for each one of us.  His love is truly great and never ending.  The high school students are studying More Than a Carpenter further in Bible Class to remind ourselves of who Jesus really is and to prepare our hearts and minds for the Christmas season while equipping us with strategies to become more effective witnesses.  


With the hustle and bustle that comes along with this time of year, we all need to remember that Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ and continue to spend time in scripture and prayer.    "For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  Luke 2:11 NKJV  
The students and staff at CTCA wish you and your family a Merry Christmas!

The next Embrace Women's Ministry Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 14th @ 6:30 p.m. in the old sanctuary.  We will begin our meeting with refreshments.  Please bring your favorite party food.  This could be cheese ball and crackers, cocktail weenies, meat balls, wings, chocolates, cookies, etc.   Beverages will be provided ( hot Russian tea, soft drinks, eggnog).  We will have a cookie exchange.  Please bring 1 dozen "homemade" cookies to exchange.  Wrap attractively in tissue paper with or without a box or you may use holiday ziplock bags or the plastic holiday containers.

In addition, we have approximately 8-9 shut-ins that we would like to make a small gift basket and card for Christmas.  If you can, please bring raisins, wrapped candies, some sugar-free candies would be nice and soft melt away peppermints.  Cookies would also be a nice touch.  Baskets, holiday wrapping, and cards, along with a few apples and tangerines will be provided.

We will sing some Christmas songs and enjoy beautifully decorated tables by women of Embrace Ministry.  Please come and enjoy the fun and fellowship!

*******************

Opportunities to pray for Revival!

There are several opportunities available to pray for our upcoming LifeAction Revival in January 2011.  

1. Please take the opportunity to sign-up, attend, or just come and join a cottage prayer meeting in a member's home.  Information will be available in the Welcome Center.  See Pat Fail or Carol Shelley.

2. You can also attend a time of prayer each morning, M-F, at the church facility at 7AM.  Gary Hatchell is leading this time of prayer.  This opportunity started last Monday and will continue until our time of revival in January.  

3. All ladies, of all ages, are invited to meet each Wed. at the church facility for a time of prayer in the Worship Center at noon.  Amanda Simmons is leading this time of prayer.  Starts Wed. the 15th of Dec. and meets for 4 weeks.

4. Wed. night prayer meeting at 7PM.  These regularly scheduled times of prayer will center on praying for revival in the month of Dec. and Jan.

5. Pray each night at home.  You can have a special time of prayer around the dinner or breakfast table, before bed, individually during your morning personal devotion/quiet time, etc.  Get creative.  I have prayer guides available by email or as handouts.  Send me your email address, or you may obtain a handout at the back of the worship center.  

More opportunities for revival centered prayer will be announced in the near future.  

HOST HOMES NEEDED

Praise the Lord that we have housing for all but 8 members of the LifeAction Revival Team.  We still have a need for 4 more host homes.  There are 8 young ladies who will need a place to stay.  2 team-members per home is required by the ministry.  Contact Joy and Rusty Hine for more information or to volunteer.
Stewartsville Baptist Church


10401 McColl Road, Laurinburg, N. C.  28352


Phone:  910-277-0077     Fax:  910-277-8682


Email:  contact@stewartsville.org          web address: www.stewartsville.org  �
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