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PASTORAL STAFF

Garry K. Stuart, Music Minister  

 277-1835      

Richard T. Boda, Youth Pastor
   
 462-3849

I am reading a devotion book entitled “Quiet Moments for Worship Leaders” by Marty Parks and thought this particular devotion was applicable to all of us.  Let’s all make sure we are prepared each Sunday to worship and that we make daily worship a “natural” part of our lives.
AT HOME IN WORSHIP

Psalm 33


Our natural state should be one of praising God.  That’s where we should be most comfortable, undeniably “at home.”  Unfortunately, for many of us worship is a little foreign and nowhere near second nature.  Maybe we’re distracted when we gather for worship with other believers. Maybe we have too much on our minds.  We didn’t prepare our hearts properly, or – here it comes – we just don’t like the style.


Verse 1 of today’s psalm says, “It is fitting for the upright to praise him.”  I like the way the New American Standard Bible puts it:  “Praise is becoming to the upright.”  In other words, you’re beautiful when you’re worshiping God.  If you were to look around you the next time your fellowship is engaged in worship, most likely you would see folks who have totally entered into the experience.  You would notice that they’re addressing God with their bodies, minds, hearts, and souls.  You would notice that they’re wonderfully comfortable.  Praise is becoming to them.  They’re beautiful.


There are many references to “a new song” in the Psalms as well as in other books of the Bible.  In addition to verse 3 in today’s reading, Ps. 40:3; 96:1; 144:9; Isa. 42:10; and Rev. 5:9 all speak of this “new song.”  I’ve come to see that a new song as mentioned here is not so much concerning a style as it is responding to a fresh word from God, a generous outpouring of His Spirit, or a mighty move of His hand.  You see, in each of the passages cited above, the new song celebrates God’s saving act.  Fearing God and enjoying Him don’t have to be extreme opposites.  His majestic power and holiness, plus His faithfulness and unfailing love, draw us to both responses.


Every mighty act of God among His people has resulted in fresh, new expressions in music.  It’s been that way throughout history.  Do modern worship songs turn you off?  Give thanks that God has moved significantly in the lives of those who have written them. Do traditional hymns bore you?  Praise God that He moved the hearts and minds of those poets and composers as they wrote what were also at one time “new songs.”  Do sacred classics leave you cold?  Be grateful that our creative God can be exalted in intricate rhythms and complex harmonies.

“New songs” – the result of our recognizing and acknowledging God’s hand in our lives, responses to His salvation and deliverance.


A new song.  Do you have one?
















Garry Stuart
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   Thursday, February 2 at 6pm

Bring a salad (congealed, pasta, etc.) and after the meal we will play 


the “Not-so-newly-wed” game with several couples from S.O.S. Everyone 
age 55 and up is invited!
SIGN-UP now for the Spring Senior Adult Conference in

Myrtle Beach.  (Sheet on bulletin board).

*********************************************************
Thank You
I want to thank my church family for the Christmas blessing and the Youth for raking
my yard and each member for all you are doing to keep things going at Stewartsville while we
are in search of a pastor. 




God Bless You All,




Daisy McKoy

**************************************************************

Nothin’ could be finer than LOVE at the diner!  Grease your hair or put on your poodle skirt and step back in time to the fabulous 50’s.  Love is definitely in the air!  Come join us at the diner for an evening of food, music and fun.  Find out what your favorite characters are up to at Uncle Phil’s.  Grace Baptist Church in Laurinburg Dinner Theater shows will be held February 10-12, 14, 17&18.  All shows will be at 6:30pm (except for Sunday’s 1:30 pm matinee).  No tickets are needed but reservations are required. An offering will be taken to support Grace Baptist 2012 mission teams to France, NYC and Franklin, NC.  (Proceeds on February 10th will support the Restoring Hope Center in Laurinburg)                          www.graceinlaurinburg.org
Call Sandy at #910-280-1367 for reservations                                              



NATHAN HERRON HAS 2 CD’S AVAILABLE.


YOU CAN PREORDER A CD FOR $10.00 EACH



THROUGH GARRY STUART.  THE ORDER WILL



BE SENT FEBRUARY 13.  

March Madness

Every March the top college basketball teams in the country begin their journey to win the National Championship and be crowned the best team in the nation.  In order to accomplish this goal teams take their intensity and focus to a new level of determination and dedication.  This is appropriately called “March Madness”.  This March our church is embarking on our own version of “March Madness”.  However, instead of seeking a crown that is worldly and temporary we are seeking a crown that has eternal rewards.  Our goal is for our church to impact our community and the world by each member developing a renewed focus and desire to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ.  

This time of spiritual renewal and fellowship will take place during the evening worship services in March.  We will start our evening service with a time of corporate praise and worship.  This will be followed by a time of small group bible study sessions.  There will be several different topics offered each week for participants to choose from.

Our prayer is that each person will take advantage of this unique opportunity to grow in Christ, fellowship with other believers, and plant the seeds of revival in our hearts and community.  Please make every attempt to attend and to encourage others to participate as well.  What a blessing it would be to see our building filled with groups of believers intensely studying God’s Word and worshipping our Savior with joyous praise!  This would give true meaning to the term “MARCH MADNESS”.  

More information to come!
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         UPCOMING MEETINGS�


February 5    4pm          Deacon’s Meeting


February 12                   Business Meeting


February 13	6:30pm    Embrace Meeting








Spiritual Mothering Bible Study 


begins Tuesday, February 21 at 6pm





Sign up now if you would like attend


this study.  Questions?  Call Darlene Stewart at 277-2783





LOVE at the Diner








