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PASTORAL STAFF

Eddy Simmons, Senior Pastor                 
 217-5724
Garry K. Stuart, Music Minister  

 277-1835      
Richard T. Boda, Youth Pastor
   
 462-3849

***********************************
REFOCUS!


When I was growing up, I loved using the rudimentary microscope that we had in our home.  My brother and I would find anything that we could in the yard or house and try to view it under the scope.  We loved bug wings, hair, threads, and the occasional drop of blood or piece of skin, and other interesting things as well.  These things looked really cool under the magnification and light of the microscope.  But there was always one problem, that is, getting things in the right focus.  Our microscope was simple and had a single adjustment knob on the side.  It took a steady hand and slow movements to get the focus just right.  Too close, blurry!  Too far away, blurry!  Just the right adjustment, spectacular!  When it comes to microscopes, focus is critical.  That is also true of the Christian life. Individuals and congregations must keep the right focus.  Well, that is what Paul advised when he was writing to the Christ-followers in the area of Philippi.  

Philippians 3:13-14 “Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet ; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

Paul encouraged that church to follow his example as he moved forward.  He had many things in his past that could have held him back and interrupted his focus on sharing the Gospel.  He persecuted the church, imprisoned Christ-followers, perhaps had them killed for their faith.  He had many wicked things and those memories could have held him back and could have thwarted the work that God wanted to do through him.  But instead of dwelling on the past, he repented, received grace and forgiveness for his sins, and pressed forward for the cause of Christ.  


And so we follow Paul's example.  We press on toward the goal of making disciples for glory of God.  That is to be our focus.  That involves prayer, witnessing, and discipling new believers.  It involves encouraging others and exhorting others in the Lord.  We have things in our personal lives that could hold us back, but we give them to Christ.  We have had many things recently in our church life that could hold us back and get us off track, off focus, but we give them to Christ also.   We forgive in our hearts, put aside bitterness, forsake our right to defend ourselves, continue to share truth, and press on.  

I want to encourage you to REFOCUS!  We have come through a time of great change, but we press on.  So how do we do that??  Well, glad you asked!!  


It all starts with prayer!  Prayer for our hearts to be right with God and others.  Prayer for the lost around us.  By name if possible.  Prayer walking in our place of work, school, or neighborhood.  (I have booklets to help with this if you need help.)  Deep, abiding prayer for those who are lost in their sin and need Jesus.  That prayer will move us to action.  We will intentionally share our own story of salvation as God gives opportunity.  We will share the Gospel by distributing tracts that tell others how to be saved.  We will start inviting people to come to our houses, or we will take them out to lunch, in order to be able to share with them about our great God.  We will start inviting people to Jesus.  You can also invite them to come to our worship celebrations and Bible studies, but personally inviting them to Jesus first is better.  


So, how is your focus?  Has bitterness, emotional pain, or just plain sadness gotten you off track?  Have the recent events in our church family gotten you off track?  Confess it to God today.  Leave it all with Him and ask Him to help you get things back in focus.  When you get things focused on others and their need for Jesus, things will look fresh and new.  Joy will abound.  So we “press on...” because God has a great plan for our faith-family at Stewartsville.  Just look at all of the salvations and baptisms that  He we have seen in recent weeks.  God is at work in our midst. 
 Love you, Pastor Eddy
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UPCOMING MEETINGS








DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS


November 7

Remember to turn your clocks back one 


hour before going to bed Saturday, Nov. 


6.   

THANK YOU
Dear Stewartsville Family,


We send our thanks for the beautiful floral arrangement sent for my father’s funeral.  It was truly beautiful, and we were honored to have received that recognition from a church family we have grown to love.


To Eddy and Amanda, thank you both for keeping the church aware of Daddy’s condition.  For those two weeks he was over in Florence, we spent each day working, driving over to Florence, meeting with Doctors, sitting in a small hospital room, coming back home, sleeping .. repeat.  Needless-to-say, our refrigerator was empty, our laundry basket full at the end of that two week period.  I don’t think I saw anyone from our church or even friends during that that time because we were so focused on spending as much time with Daddy while we were trying to see through our obligations.  However, the number of cards we received and messages left on our machine were evidence that we were far from over-looked.  The prayers and words of encouragement and compassion were amazing.  That was a link you didn’t allow to break, and we thank you so much.  
Please continue to keep Mama and my sister in your prayers.  We can see Mama is struggling through each day, constantly reminded by her home environment of Daddy’s 
absence.  She’s such a faithful servant and will continue to rely on God to direct her in His word.  Not only was Daddy her mate of 57 years, he was her best friend.  So we know it will take time for her to adjust to life without him.  Please pray for that time to come swiftly.









With much love,









Jane and Bill Seamans

And the Lord added……

Baptisms:


Olivia Hyatt


9-19-10


Hogan Hyatt

9-19-10
Statement:

Alexis Williams

9-19-10


OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Be sure and pick up a shoebox to fill for a girl or boy.  The collection date for the boxes will be October 31.
Sound and Video Operators are needed – if interested, see Garry

NEWSLETTER

 If you would like to receive the monthly newsletter by email, call the church office (277-0077) and let us know your email address or we will mail it to your home if you prefer.   You may also read the newsletter on our website at  www.stewartsville.org. 
DVD's of our Service
We want to be able to minister through our worship services to those who may not be able to come due to illness or other limitations.  If you know of someone would like to receive a DVD from our worship service, please let the office know.  You can email jmccall@stewartsville.org or call
 910-277-0077.       Blessings, Pastor Eddy
CTCA COMMUNICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”

Here we are half way through the first Quarter of the school year.  The faculty is excited, the students are excited, and God is working in great ways in our midst.  As you are watching, our new permanent sign is being constructed beside the south driveway.  This will speak to the area that CTCA is a viable lasting addition to the community.

On September 22nd we had our second annual “See You at the Pole” in the front field of our school.  Being a visible witness to the community, it helps others to see the concern and care that our students have for the nation.

We are excited to minister to the families and students here.  It is exciting to see the classrooms and the students working to better themselves.  The addition of the SmartBoards have extended our ability to teach – and is an interesting way to learn.

That is why it is important to have a Kingdom education view.  The combining of home, church and school is far more effective in creating a biblical worldview than any one of these alone.  
 The school is a blessing that God has given unto SBC.  The ability of this church in these times to provide discipleship ministry to these young people is one that comes from God.  The Bible makes it clear that God cares for children (Mark 9:37; 10:14-16; Eph. 6:4 and others).  I believe that churches and Christians as individuals who care for children share the heart of God.  God will bless those who seek to follow His heart.  SBC is following God’s heart by ministering to the many children (both at SBC and CTCA).

Continue to hold us in your prayers.  Lift the students, teachers and staff, and the families that God has given us the privilege to minister too before the Father on a daily basis.  As we pray and work, God will do some amazing things.

Embrace Women's Ministry 
will have their next meeting on Tuesday October 19th @ 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  All women are cordially invited.  Our ministry focus for October is the Pee Dee Crisis Pregnancy Center.  Lisa Sellers is on the Board at PDCPC and will talk to us about what they do and how we can help.  One need they have is copier paper.   I have asked all women to bring one (1) pack of copier paper which runs about $3.47 plus tax at Walmart, or if they would donate $3.50 to the cause.  Come out and see what God is doing at Stewartsville Baptist Church.  Join us and be challenged as we minister to our church family and community.  In addition, come out and enjoy the food and fellowship as you make new friends and grow closer in your relationship to Christ.  I look forward to seeing you there!  If you need a ride please do not hesitate to let me know.  Contact me, Linda Peele @ 276-3821.  Childcare will be provided.
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Coats for Kids
Stewartsville Baptist Church and Northview Harvest Ministries are joining together with other local churches to collect “Coats for Kids.”  The collection dates will be on Sunday, October 10 and 17.

We are primarily collecting for ages newborn through 14 years of age.  Please ask your family, friends or neighbors if they have a coat that they would want to donate.

We only ask that the donated coats not have tears, holes, sewn repairs visible or patches.  Do not worry about cleaning them.  We have a sponsor who is willing to assist us in that department.   

If you would rather buy a coat from a retail store, that is fine.  Also, if you wish to make a financial contribution, make a check payable to the sponsoring church, noting that donation is designated to “Coats for Kids.”

In Christian love and service,

Dave Wells 

Church-wide Movie Night
Saturday October 16th -  6:15pm
 Youth/Student Building

A great time of fellowship and fun.  We will have cotton-candy, popcorn, and a great Christ-centered movie for all ages!!
"BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR"    Just bring a lawn chair and something to drink.  Snacks provided!!  (Chairs available also in case you don't have a fold-able chair!)
See you there!  Pastor Eddy
Church-wide Meal and Communion Celebration 
Sunday Morning October 17th
After the morning service!
We will sit around tables and share a meal together.  We will share our testimonies of faith around the table (voluntary, but encouraged) and share communion together.  Families are encouraged to sit together and to invite others to sit with them.  8 people per table.  NO evening service that day!  It will be a great time of sharing in the Lord's Supper together, similar to how they did it in the early church.   What do you need to do?  Bring a crock-pot full of your favorite main or side dish (meat, veggie, casserole, mac and cheese, etc.).  Bring the dish to church building and plug it in before Sun. School to keep it warm, enjoy SS together, then get ready to eat and celebrate after the morning service.   See you there!!


Pastor Eddy and the Deacons Ministry Team

"Bring Your Own Biscuit Sunday School Celebration and Fellowship!!"
Sunday morning October 31st at 9AM.
Bring enough biscuits for the whole family and a few extra for others!
We will provide the sausage gravy, syrup, honey, jelly, etc. to put on top!
We will all get our food, fellowship a little, then meet in the Old Worship Center
for Church-wide Sunday School.  ALL AGES!  Music included!!  See you there!
Bring your best biscuits.  Pastor Eddy
Evangelist Rick Gage
October 24th     7PM
Rick is a dynamic speaker and he will be preaching that evening during our worship time.  He will be in the area in order to pray about and plan for a possible Community-wide Crusades in the Fall of 2011 in Scotland and Richmond Counties.  This will be a great time to invite family and friends of all ages!!
LIFE ACTION REVIVAL SUMMIT
"Calling God's People to God's Presence"
January 9-19, 2011
Stewartsville Baptist Church


That is right, 10 days of revival meetings (some breaks in those 10 days).  Clear your calendars, cancel trips, do whatever you can to be here.   This will be a pivotal spiritual event in the life of our church.  REVIVAL is for the church, not for lost people.  This time of focused preaching will restore lost joy, restore marriages and families, and will renew hearts for God.  More info. coming in Nov. when we host a "Pre-Summit" on Sunday
the 14th.  Get ready!!  Get excited!!  Come prayed up!!


Pastor Eddy
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
November 7
Remember to turn your clocks back one hour before going to bed Saturday, Nov. 6.   

    



      AWANA
OCTOBER FOOD PANTRY 

Filling Contest
Please bring the following items:
Rice



Spaghetti sauce


Dry beans

Grits



Spaghetti noodles


Flour

Jelly



Peanut butter



Toilet paper


Paper Towels


Saltine crackers


Mac & cheese

Canned vegetables

Sugar (1 or 2 ½ lb. bag)

The winning class will receive a party!!

Our contest has gotten off to a good start.  Here are the results from week #1:

29 TNT 3/4 girls

11 Sparks 2nd grade

7 Cubbies 3 and 4 year olds
4 Sparks – Kindergarten

3 TNT 5/6 girls

2 Sparks 1st Grade

Three more opportunities to fill the Food Pantry.



Thanks, AWANA
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