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***********************************
“He did it his way!”


Who did it his way?  Well you could pick out many Bible characters who fit the bill, but I am specifically speaking of Saul.  The Saul that became the king of Israel and not the Saul who became Paul.  I am enjoying my reading through the Bible-in-a-Year adventure.  I am reading through chronologically, so I may be at a different place than you.  I have been reading about Saul, the first king of Israel and his exploits, successes, and failures.  One thing that keeps coming up it that he kept being told to do things a certain way, God's way, but ended up doing things his own way.  He made a mess of it every time.  Much like me when I do things my way instead of looking to God's word and taking things to God in prayer.  Much like all of us.  For instance, Saul was told to kill the Amalekites, and to utterly destroy every living thing that was among them, both people and animals, and to keep nothing for himself or for the soldiers. (Read the entire story in 1 Samuel 15)  God was using Saul to punish the Amalekites for their sin against the Hebrews.  The Amalekites had been ugly to the Hebrews when they were leaving Egypt, and God was not pleased.  Judgment time had come.  Saul failed to listen to the words of the prophet Samuel and instead did things “his way”.  He even did some things that seemed good, like sparing the king's life, and saving some of the best of the animals for a sacrifice.  Seems reasonable, only it was disobedient and rebellious to God's specific commands.  In 1 Samuel 15:22-23 God excoriates Saul through the prophet Samuel.  God lets Saul know that obedience is always better than sacrifices.  God does not want our dead animals, or our service, or our tithes and offerings, or our creative solutions, or our opinions, if He does not have our heart first.  God has no material needs, but 
desires our hearts to be seeking Him, and for us to simply obey.  Simply read His word and do it.  So hard for Saul.  So hard for us.  If we don't feel comfortable with what God commands in the Bible, we just ignore it or explain it away.  What does God think of this?  Well, he calls it rebellion in 1 Sam. 15:23 and likens the rebellion to witchcraft.  He calls it insubordination and equates that to idolatry and iniquity.  Pretty harsh words.   Insubordination is failing to fully obey those in authority over you.  Saul repented of his sin, but it was too late to avoid the consequences.  He was told that he would lose his position as king and was told that his family would not replace him.  His sin seemed harmless and well-intentioned on the surface, but it revealed his heart, and God was not pleased.  Did Saul learn?  No!  He continued to do things his way and brought ruin to his family and to his name.  The greater part of his remaining time in office as the king, was spent trying to kill David, God's anointed king to replace Saul.  He died in dishonor, shame, and at the hands of the enemy.  His sons died with him.  All because he wanted to do things “his way” and not God's way.  


So I have to ask myself and each of you: is there any area of our lives that we are doing things “our way” instead of “His way”?  Any rebellion, insubordination, disobedience?  Probably so.  We often want a church to function like a political entity instead of a God-ordained organism.  We often bring worldly methods into the church to solve problems instead of reading the Bible and finding out God's ways to bring about a solution.  We can build “the church” on worldly methods instead of building it upon the Rock of Jesus, upon His holy standards, and according to His rules.  When we do, we make a mess of things and it does not last.  Churches use ungodly tactics to attract people with entertainment.  They use petitions instead of prayers to influence decisions.  We often try to keep unity through pacification instead of loving confrontation and by pursuing holiness in the body. Churches often use fundraisers instead of Godly stewardship to raise funds for projects.  Just a few examples of using worldly means instead of searching God's word and praying for His solutions.  


Saul, like us, did it “his way,” and brought disgrace and destruction to his life and family.  He hurt the nation of Israel.  But, David, on the other hand, sought to do things God's way, and was a blessing to God and to his nation.  Oh, he committed some major sins – namely adultery and murder, and he paid a high price for it.  But, he is remembered as a “man after God's own heart.”  He is in the line of the King of Kings.  I think that he received so much blessing and praise because although he sinned greatly, he also repented and felt the depth of his sin before a Holy God.  


Lord help me, help us, to do things Your way and cooperate with You as You build your church at Stewartsville.  Thank you Father for all of the good things that you are doing in our midst.  You are such a blessing to us. Amen!  



Love you, Pastor Eddy

*********************



    May 6, 2010


      7:00pm
Rev. David Benton, Director of Missions for Pee Dee Baptist Association will be our guest speaker.  Everyone age 55 and up is invited and welcome!
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UPCOMING MEETINGS


   May 9

         Business Meeting

   May 17         6:30pm      Ladies of Light     
    

PRAYER BREAKFAST
Please plan to join us for the next prayer breakfast.  We meet at 9:00am in the Discipleship building here at the church on the second Tuesday of each month.  It is open to anyone who would like to attend.  Plan now to join us on Tuesday, June 8 at 9:00am.  We will not have the prayer breakfast in May.  Come join us June 8.
THANK YOU

To Stewartsville Baptist Church,

Thanks to all of you for your visits, food, love and support during the illness and death of my husband and best friend.


Holmes enjoyed going to Stewartsville and learning about the Bible.


Thank you again and please continue to pray for us.




The Underwood Family




Linda, Amy and Kelsy

Pastor Eddy and Stewartsville Baptist,


During the Cinderella Project we gave away 18 children’s books “The Berenstain Bears: God Loves You” and 23 teenage packets containing a pamphlet on dating, on alcohol, and a gospel of John.  We were able to serve more than 50 community members.  Without the church’s support both with time and money this project may have never reached the community the way it has.




Thank you,




Maeghan Swann

Preschool Choir Musical

“Live Love”
Sunday, May 9   
 10:15am service

CHILDREN’S CHOIR MUSICAL
“Holy Moses”

Sunday, April 23

10:15am and 7pm services

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 20    7pm

Adoration Trio
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HOMECOMING

May 2   10:15am

Lunch will be served following the morning worship service.  Everyone is invited and welcome!!   Plan now to attend.  
And the Lord added……..

Baptism:


Dave Wells


02-28-10

Angela Wells

02-28-10
Ashley Smith

04-04-10

Statement:


Fran Blackwell

04-18-10


May 9

How comforting to the spirit, how endearing to the heart, how sweet to the ear of a child, is the sound of his mother’s voice softly singing, “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”
AWANA Awards Night
Sunday, May 16     7pm
Clubbers need to meet in rooms at 6:30pm.   Parents and families are encouraged to come.

Graduate Recognition Service
Sunday, May 16    10:15am
All graduating seniors who wish to participate in our Recognition Service  on May 16 are asked to call the church office between 9-3pm to sign up.  We need your name and a phone number where we can reach you.

Disaster Relief Mission Trip

We are excited to be going back to Keokee, VA. on May 10 to help in the completion of a new church being built solely by contributions.  Thank you so much for your support in this endeavor and we covet your prayers.

STEWARTSVILLE YOUTH  DRAMA TEAM  PRESENTS

“FAMILY CAMP”

An Interactive Dinner Theater

Come be transported back to the 1940’s to
 Camp Awannahikealotta  and share an evening of music, comedy, and seriously good food.   You’ll meet the camp staff and see God’s hand at work in the great outdoors.    Reservations required - for reservations call Drew Fail at 280-7039.   

Friday, May 7

6:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 8
6:30 p.m.
            Sunday, May 9
1:15 p.m.

The Ladies of Light will be meeting on Monday, May 17th at 6:30pm at the church.  We will have a mission study, refreshments and great Christian fellowship.  All ladies are invited to be a part of this wonderful group of ladies as we pray for our missionaries in the US and all over the world.  We can be a part of missions by praying and doing projects that help spread the gospel to those who desperately need to hear it.  COME AND BE A “LADY OF LIGHT”!

RA’s Had a Great Ministry This Year!

We have had a wonderful year in the RA for Boys Ministry.  Our season ending special fishing trip with Dad’s, grandad’s and even some father fill-in’s was a wonderful time.  We have seen many good times this year with Bible study, going out in ministry and showing God’s love to others.   Recently we made a “prayed over a quilt” for Mr. Morris Britt, our Brotherhood leader who will be having surgery. Mr. Britt was an RA leader for many years at this church.  Just a token for him to know the boys are thinking of him in his recovery.  We thank you parents for all your support and for bringing your boys regularly.  May God bless you as you “Bring up boys for Christ”.  We will miss our 6th grade boys who will be youth next fall and “graduate” from RA’s (Brian, Jace, Micah, Philip, Seth).

Mr. Danny and Mr. Glen - leaders

CTCA COMMINICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”
I read of a teacher who was teaching an elementary class and she was doing the rhyme – “April showers bring May flowers,” when one little child asked – “If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers bring?”  Without missing a beat another child answered – “Pilgrims, silly!”  At least they knew their history.

It was April that my wife and I first visited Stewartsville, and it was the end of May when the Church called me to be the Minister of Kingdom Education and Administrator of CTCA.  God has blessed us in the wonderful opportunity to serve Him in this place.  We could not love the people or the area more.

We are heading into the final few weeks of a historic year at Stewartsville Baptist and Christ the Cornerstone Academy.  We started small, but have been blessed by a large God.  God has met so many needs throughout this year; it is hard to remember them all.  We have watched our students grow in Grace and in knowledge.  We could not have asked for a better student body or staff to start with.  God is absolutely marvelous.

We have just been blessed by two answers to prayer.  First, as you know by now, Billy Storms has come on board as the Assistant Administrator and Secondary Teacher.  This is a major blessing for the school and myself.  His expertise and experience will allow me to focus on getting the word about CTCA out even better this year.  We will see more great things develop.

In addition, we have been able to secure a grant, which has allowed us to purchase two SmartBoards.  This new technology allows the students an interactive learning experience that we have not been able to do before.  One will go into the Elementary School and the other will go into the Secondary School.  This is a marvelous blessing to forward the educational opportunities at CTCA in all fields.

The school has been advertising for next year in the newspapers and on radio.  I had the opportunity to be interviewed on G104 FM to talk about the school this last month.  God has been blessing in many ways.  The best advertisement however, is word of mouth.  Your telling others about the great opportunity God has given Laurinburg in CTCA.  Spread the word – invite and encourage!

On May 15th, we will have student’s artwork on display in downtown Laurinburg.  The top three pieces from CTCA will be featured in a book being published about the event.  We have the opportunity to set up a table and advertise our school that day.  Stop by and see the work, and if you have a few minutes help out at our table.  I am looking forward to seeing you and your friends there.
We are in the process of enrolling students for the coming school year.  We are planning on Kindergarten through 9th grade for the 2010 – 2011 school year.  With small class sizes, we have limited space, so I encourage anyone thinking of coming next year to move quickly.  As you read this, consider if CTCA would be right for your child or Grandchild.  Let your neighbors and friends know of this wonderful opportunity.  Get the forms (at SBC or on-line at www.christthecornerstone.org), fill them out, and submit them to the school.  I am asking for all at SBC to pray that we will find the right staff and families to continue what God has started at Christ the Cornerstone Academy.  My prayer is that we will have over 100 here next year for the glory of God.  Will you join me in that prayer?

For Kingdom Education,

Doc

PROJECT INASMUCH


On April 22nd, we treated our INASMUCH children, all 458 of them, with ORANGES!  We hear from Social workers how much they loved the oranges at Christmas.  Let me tell you how we were able to get oranges this week.


For the 4 years we have been helping the children to have weekend food, we had bought apples all over the county and beyond: St. Andrews, Pembroke, Hamlet, Raeford.  Sometimes the suppliers failed to place our order and we (Jimmy and Ellen Weeks and I) were running
around to produce stands – finding 450 to 500 good apples was not easy.  Once or twice SOS members bought them at the Farmers Market in Asheville, on our way back from Gatlinburg.  (We might say a long with the regular work of INASMUCH, we were all on Apple Patrol!


The Wednesday before Easter, Ellen Weeks and I were delivering INASMUCH bags to Pate Gardner School.  A huge truck was making a delivery there.  The driver told me they delivered to every school cafeteria in the county every Wednesday.  I found from the school secretary that Mr. Jacobs of Central Office was in charge of the program.  A call to him got the name and number of the produce supplier and its manager, George.  (Employees in Mr. Jacobs’ office knew of INASMUCH and were so pleased to help us).    Now we pick up apples or oranges every Wednesday morning at Sycamore Lane!  The cafeteria manager is Maudie Parsons.


Let me tell you about Maudie – when we started INASMUCH, Maudie was at North Laurinburg.  She had a little trailer back of the school where she gave out clothing, etc. for needy children and their families – we supplied clothes for her.  What a reunion we had!!


I write this to tell you – God used the apple search to teach us a lot of lessons – Now we are enjoying His Blessing.  Oh What A Savior!


Last month, Betty Ray, as a member of the Laurinburg Board of Realtors, invited me to the Board’s March meeting to tell their members about Project INASMUCH.  We were so surprised that many of them had never heard of this program.  After the 4 years we have been providing snack bags for needy children, we thought everyone knew of our weekly efforts here at Stewartsville.


On April 22, Betty again invited me to the Board’s meeting.  But this time it was to receive a check, which she presented to me, for $550. which the members voted to give to INASMUCH to help us continue to give “Jesus Loves You” bags to children who need food for weekends. We Praise the Lord for Betty Ray, who has shown her love for little children here at Stewartsville for many years.

Also, at this meeting, one of the realtors, Kitty Lassiter, a long time friend of INASMUCH, gave us $300 in memory of nine of her deceased friends which included Pastor McLean, John Lowe, Sr. and Holmes Underwood.  Another of these memorials is for Martha Lloyd, Kitty’s sister, whose long battle with cancer consumed Kitty’s heart and soul and her death has left a huge void in Kitty’s life.  Remember her in your prayers.
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