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***********************************
Yachad Enotes

What in the world does that mean?  Great misspelling?  Foreign language?  Well, actually 2 foreign languages, namely Hebrew and Greek.  “Yachad” (Hb) and “enotes” (Gk) both mean unity.  The meanings include:  union, unitedness, to be joined, agreement, and more specifically – unity is the absence of conflict that is caused by sin .  It has been God's design for His children from the beginning.  Unity within the Trinity.  Unity between God and man.  Unity between man and man.  Unity in His church.  Jesus prays for it specifically for His followers.  John 17:23 - 23 “I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.” Apparently, unity is pretty important to Jesus.  The Psalmist writes about the excellency of brotherly unity in Psalm 133:1-3 - “1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity ! 2 It is like the precious oil upon the head, Coming down upon the beard, Even Aaron's beard, Coming down upon the edge of his robes. 3 It is like the dew of Hermon Coming down upon the mountains of Zion ; For there the LORD commanded the blessing -life forever .” What a beautiful word picture.  Oil represents the Holy Spirit and dew can represent life and blessing.  Pleasant – in the Hebrew is like a sweet song. Bonds of peace - of ligaments by which the members of the human body are united together.  The church is pictured as a body with each member being a separate part joined together by God's Spirit.  When the parts are in unity, the body functions well.  When one part is divisive or out of unity, poor function results.  The whole body is affected.  

So what should “bind” us?  The person of Jesus; doctrine/belief in the essentials of the faith such as: the deity of Christ, the virgin conception, the substitutionary atonement of Jesus on the cross, the bodily resurrection, 
the sure 2nd coming of Jesus, a real/material heaven and hell, etc.; God's type of love for other Christ-followers; a love and reverence for the Bible- God's inerrant, inspired, and infallible word; God's mission of reaching every tribe, tongue, and nation with the Good News of salvation through the person of Jesus, and more.  

What if we disagree on a doctrine or belief?  We disagree agreeably.  For instance – I firmly believe that the Bible teaches baptism by immersion.  In fact, it is the only acceptable way to be baptized.  However, some theologians, like R. C.  Sproul, practice and defend infant baptism.  I can agree to disagree agreeably with Dr. Sproul.  I can eat with him (if he ever invites me), enjoy most of his teaching, pray with him and for him, and at the same time pray that he comes to understand biblical believer's baptism by immersion.  I will not start a campaign to get him taken off of the radio or boycott his conferences.  I can have unity with him and fellowship with him, even though we disagree.  So if we disagree on a point of doctrine, we love one another anyway, through Jesus.  We study the Bible for ourselves.  We have gentle and good-natured discussions with regard to our different views. We pray.  We love.  We continue to serve together.  We serve one another.  We treat each other with respect. We look for the good in one another.  Most of Dr. Sproul's other beliefs (with the exception of his reformed theology) are very much in line with the orthodox beliefs of most conservative evangelical Christians.

Is it important?  Paul wrote to the Ephesians in chapter 4:3  “being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  Peace is defined as “the absence of strife and the presence of undisturbed well-being.”  We are to be diligent, that is looking earnestly for any disruptions to unity.  If we find any, we are to urgently seek to restore unity through biblical means.    

So what is required for unity?  Personal holiness in our relationship with God and with others.  As we draw close to God in holiness, we draw closer to one another. We draw closer to Him by spending time with Him, by spending time in His word, by spending time on our knees in prayer, by serving Him, by seeking his cleansing and forgiveness, by forgiving others and exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) in our relationships.   We are commanded to be holy.  We will not achieve perfection on the earth, but we are to strive for it, by obeying the commands of Scripture.  We are commanded to forgive.  We are commanded to seek forgiveness.  We are commanded to obey God's commands, such as love one another.  We are commanded to bear with one another's weaknesses.  We are commanded to be quick to forgive.  We are commanded to guard our mouths and avoid gossip.  We are commanded to avoid causing divisions.  We are commanded to love through our actions.  We are commanded to gather together in corporate worship.  We are commanded to minister to one another's needs.  So many commands, and so much help available from the Holy Spirit to obey them.  

Easy, no!  Doable, yes, with God's help!  What are the benefits of getting it right?  Deep fellowship.  Spiritual growth personally and corporately.  Revival.  A great awakening among the lost around us.  People drawn to Jesus by our love and unity.  Peace in our hearts.  Joy.  Smiles. Laughter. Great corporate worship.  Freedom.  And so on and so on and so on!!  Take some time this month and study the verses and context when it comes to God's desire for unity.  Then ask God:  “is there anything that I can do personally to foster unity in our body?”  All of us will surely be able to answer – YES!  

Love y'all, Pastor Eddy




April 1, 2010


      7:00pm
Dr. Thomas Marshall will be speaking on The Crucifixion.  Everyone age 55 and up is invited and welcome!
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UPCOMING MEETINGS


   April 11

          Business Meeting

   April 13         9:00am      Prayer Breakfast

   April 19         6:30pm      Ladies of Light     
    

PRAYER BREAKFAST

Please plan to join us for the next prayer  breakfast.  We meet at 9:00am in the Discipleship building here at the church on the second Tuesday of each month.  It is open to anyone who would like to attend.  Plan now to join us on Tuesday, April 13 at 9:00am.

THANK YOU


Dear Stewartsville Church,


Thank you for all you provided during John’s illness and death.  Your outpouring of love with cards, food, flowers, visits and prayers was overwhelming.  Again on behalf of my family, Thank You.




Love in Christ,




Maxine Gore

Dear Stewartsville Baptist,


We, the family of Ida Ruth Ingram, gratefully acknowledge with sincere thanks and appreciation the prayers, cards, visits, food, flowers and kindness shown to us during our bereavement.  May God bless each of you.



Family of Ida Ruth Ingram

Easter Services


6:57am
Sunrise service
9:00am
Sunday School
10:15am
Worship


No pm service or activities

LADIES OF LIGHT
Attention all Ladies!!!  The Ladies of Light will be meeting on Monday, April 19 at 6:30pm at the church.  We will be collecting items to box and send to soldiers and we will be providing a list to the church to assist us with this project.  ALL ladies are invited to attend as we thank those who protect our freedom and enjoy Christian fellowship.

Items for soldier’s care package

Hand sanitizer (small bottles)

Deodorant

Baby wipes (generic)


Toothbrush

Chapstick/Blistex, etc.


Toothpaste

Shower to Shower body powder

Foot powder

Icy Hot patches



Tylenol

Hand warmers



Hand cream

Mouthwash (small bottles)

Razors

Lance crackers



Q tips

Nuts (small bags)


Gum

Peanut M & M’s



Mints

Hard candy



Lifesavers

Slim Jims



Jerky

Starburst



Skittles

Cereal bars



Granola bars

Rice Krispy treats


Pringles

Little Debbie cakes


Tootsie Pops

Coffee (individual packets of instant)
Pop Tarts

Microwave popcorn


AA batteries

Instant oatmeal (packets)

Pens, Pencils
Magazines (sports, hunting, car, etc)
Paper
Travel games (small)


Notebooks
Envelopes



DVD’s
Long distance calling cards

Stress ball
Sewing kit



CD’s

Hacky Sac



Nerf football
Paperbacks



Dominoes
Disposable cameras


Frisbee

Small devotional books


Tracts

Letters from kids at church, family, church family
Sunflower seeds (regular and BBQ small bags)
Oreos (in small individual packages)

Cheez-its in small individual packages)

Pretzels (small individual packages)

Animal crackers (small individual packages)
Powdered drink mix (individual packets that mix with water)
Crossword puzzle books, Number puzzle books, Word Search books
Make sure you buy food and candy items that come individually packaged. This is to keep food fresh and free of bugs, sand, etc. Buy travel size creams, mouthwash etc. and package in ziplock bags. No food that would melt, because the temperature in Iraq can reach 120 degrees at times.

CTCA COMMUNICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”

What a blessing this time of year to remember the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  As the hymn writer said, “Up from the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o’er His foes.”  Because of Jesus, we can celebrate life.  And we know that in the end ---- we win!

We had many exciting things happen in March.  The Middle School took a geocaching field trip, thanks to Mrs. Tippett.  The Gideon’s came and presented pocket Bibles in one Chapel.  The Elementary students did a wonderful presentation for the school body and the church staff on their favorite biography (complete with PowerPoints and all!).  We ended the month with a presentation for SBC in the Morning worship time.  Many have given assistance and help to create a wonderful and exciting month.  

The beginning of April sees our Easter break (April 2 – 11).  It will be a joyous time of refreshing and restoration to finish the year strong.  We have only 8 weeks of school left after break.  Time has flown by in this historic inaugural year.

The school has been advertising for next year in the newspapers and on radio.  I had the opportunity to be on WLNC’s “Live on Main” to talk about the school this last month.  God has been blessing in many ways.  The best advertisement is word of mouth.  Your telling others about the great opportunity God has given Laurinburg in CTCA.  Spread the word – invite and encourage!

We are in the process of enrolling students for the coming school year.  We are planning on Kindergarten through 9th grade for the 2010 – 2011 schoolyear.  With small class sizes, we have limited space, so I encourage anyone thinking of coming next year to move quickly.  Get the forms (at SBC or on-line at www.christthecornerstone.org), fill them out, and submit them to the school.  I am asking for all at SBC to pray that we will find the right staff and families to continue what God has started at Christ the Cornerstone Academy.  My prayer is that we will have over 100 here next year for the glory of God.  Will you join me in that prayer?

For Kingdom Education,

Doc

2010 CANADA MISSION TRIP

July 9 – 17

Applications are available in the church office for anyone interested in going on the mission trip.  The sign-up deadline is May 30.  A training week-end will be held June 4 and 5.
Preschool Choir Musical

Sunday, May 9   
 10:15am service

“Live Love”
HOMECOMING

May 2   10:15am

Lunch will be served following the morning worship service.  Everyone is invited and welcome!!   Plan now to attend.  
PROJECT INASMUCH


We continue to supply snack bags to the 13 schools in our county.  We will be delivering them to the schools on Wednesday this week, as the children will be out Thursday and Friday for Easter.  Since they will be on break the week after Easter, we will not deliver anymore until April 15.  Thanks to all our regular volunteers including our elementary students, for your loyal, hard work to keep INASMUCH rolling along.




Ms. Virginia
FOOD PANTRY

Business has really picked up in the pantry, as many more people have come by asking for food.  We have met needs of some church members as well.  Thank you for helping us to re-stock items we needed.  Our supply of mac and cheese and spaghetti sauce and noodles has dwindled so we could use some of these items.  


God Bless You for caring for others.

OUTREACH

You can’t imagine the needs of some of these INASMUCH families.  We were able to help with bedding so the children could have their own bed and their mother cold have a mattress to go with the springs she was sleeping on.


Another family just welcomed a new baby and the mother continues to sleep on a mattress on the floor while we try to get box springs for her.  The two little boys now have a nice bed since the mother of one of our members shared some bedding with us.  (She heard about the need from someone at a local bank).


This is the family that had no table or chairs to eat on but we got a table and benches from some church members, and a dresser that was badly needed.


We need a washer for this family.  


God Bless You as you remember Luke 3:11  “….He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none…”




Ms. Virginia
CHILD DEDICATION

Sunday, April 18

10:15am service

Parent-Child Dedication is a special event at Stewartsville Baptist Church.  This special time of commitment is for parents to dedicate their child to the loving care and keeping of the Lord.  In so doing, they are committing themselves to the maintenance of a Christian home where Christ is the center of that home, and the Word of God is part of their daily lives.  They are actually dedicating themselves to raise their baby for the Lord.  If you would like to be a participant in the upcoming dedication service, you can register by calling the church at 277-0077.  Invite your relatives, loved ones, and special friends to share in this memorable event of your family’s life.


STEWARTSVILLE YOUTH  DRAMA TEAM PRESENTS

“FAMILY CAMP”

An Interactive Dinner Theater

Come be transported back to the 1940’s 

to Camp Awannahikealotta 

and share an evening of music, comedy,

and seriously good food.  

You’ll meet the camp staff and see God’s hand at work in the great outdoors.

May 7th 
6:30 p.m.

May 8th 
6:30 p.m.

May 9th
1:15 p.m.
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