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 Education

Koinonia


It is a Greek word meaning “fellowship with participation, community, communion, to share in”.  It is the word that was used in the Greek New Testament to give a sense of the spirit that pervaded the first century church.  It is usually translated “fellowship”.  This word is used in Acts 2:42 to describe the fellowship within the early church.  It is used in 1 Cor. 1:9  to describe our relationship with Jesus. (Yes, I am expecting you to look up these verses and to read the context of the verse).  It is translated “sharing” (NASB) in 1 Cor. 10:16 with reference to the communion meal.  It is an extravagant word that God used to describe what should be taking place in the local gathering of believers.  (Also see 2 Cor. 6:14, 8:4, 13:14, Gal. 2:9, and Phil. 1:5 for further uses and in order for you to gain a better understanding of the depth of the word.)  It is a word that must become reality at Stewartsville in order for God to do all that He desires through this body.  We must constantly strive to become a “community” of faith.  We must seek to know what that looks like biblically.  It marked the heart of the early church and it was indeed one of the secrets to spiritual and numerical growth.  Just read Acts 2:37-46 to see what a blessing “koinonia” was to early believers.  


Koinonia does not give the picture of two Baptists sitting at a table eating donuts and drinking coffee.  Though there can be good fellowship, and often good theological discussions over coffee, this is not the right picture.  Rather, it is a commitment to one another based on the truth of Scripture.  It is a commitment to seeking the best for the other person.  It is a commitment to serve 
(participate) in a common cause, namely, the cause of Christ.  It is a picture of a local community of believers on mission with God.  It pictures believers working together to exalt the Lord, to encourage spiritual maturity, and to express the love of Christ.  It is the church being the church at its best.  


Koinonia was most often multi-generational.  Multi-what??  The early church never knew of the modern division of the church into different age groups.  The early believers met in houses and all ages were present and participated in the worship and service.  It was the expectation of the Lord that the older and younger would be together in vital service to the Lord, and that the older ones would teach and guide the younger ones.  It was centered around the family, and the family had the main responsibility of rearing the children in the things of God.  The families then came together in worship and service.  The created “community” and the church grew.  They sang together, exhorted one another, gave sacrificially, shared belongings, wept together, laughed together, rejoiced together, enacted church discipline and restoration as a community, suffered together, and prospered spiritually together.  They also reached out to a lost and dying world with the Gospel message and then discipled the new believers within the “community”.


I have never been much of a “theme” person, but I was recently challenged by a pastor friend to pray about a theme for our church for 2010.  Well, I prayed, and my theme for 2010 is “BUILDING COMMUNITY”.  It is my desire to preach on the theme of “Building Community” on the first Sunday of each month in 2010.  It is my desire to prayerfully lead our church body to discover biblical ways of building community in 2010 and beyond.  It is my prayerful desire to see our fellowship grow together as we discover ways to worship and serve together in groups that include all ages.   Do you mean no more S.O.S??  No more youth group??  No more children's Sunday School??  No, NO, NO!  I do not mean that.  It can be good for people of like ages to have times of fellowship together and study together, but it should not be the norm nor should it occupy the majority of our time in church.  It is not the biblical model.  It is not healthy to be so segregated.  We need each other.  We need the older to mentor the younger.  We need the excitement and energy of the younger ones to fill our times of worship and service. We need the best of each other in order to be at our best for HIM!!  Building Community 2010 will be my prayer for the members of Stewartsville Baptist Church.  We will have some surprising things happen in worship services that will foster this sense of community.  Be prayerfully prepared!!  

May each of you have a very merry and very other-centered CHRISTmas! 




 Pastor Eddy





December 3, 2009
6:00pm 
Garry Stuart will be our musical entertainment.   Everyone age 55 and up is invited and welcome!
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UPCOMING MEETINGS


   Dec. 7 
   7:00pm    Deacon’s Meeting 
   Dec. 8           9:00am    Prayer Breakfast

   Dec. 13

        Business Meeting

PRAYER BREAKFAST
Please plan to join us for the next prayer  breakfast.  We meet at 9:00am in the Discipleship building here at the church on the second Tuesday of each month.  It is open to anyone who would like to attend.  Plan now to join us on Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 9:00am.
And The Lord added………
Baptism:

Olivia Jarmusch

11-8-09


Sierra Carter


11-22-09


Julie McMillan

11-22-09

THANK YOU

Dear Stewartsville Baptist,

Words cannot begin to say Thank You enough for your assistance in restoring my hallway floor. Dick Britt and his four other companions (Jim, Jake, George and Tony) I know are angels in disguise and on assignment for God in a very personal way.  This will be the best Christmas gift I will receive.




Frankie Coley

To My Stewartsville Church Family,


Thank you so much for your acts of kindness to me with the loss of my brother.  The cards, calls, visits and prayers were very uplifting and I appreciate so much your thoughtfulness at a very difficult time.




Diane Stokes

Dear Stewartsville Baptist VBS kids,


Thank you so much for sharing the money you collected at VBS this year with us.  We are currently in Turkey for our baby to be born.  We found out about an unexpected expense that happened to be the amount of your offering!  Once again we are amazed at how God takes care of our needs before we know we have them!  Thanks again!  We appreciate you!



Mac, Sarah, Nathan & Duncan

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Church office will be closed December 25 and January 1 for the holidays.    Have a safe and joyous holiday season.

ANGEL FOOD MINISTRY
Because of the holidays, orders for Angel Food will be taken early in the month.  

 Wednesday, Dec. 2 from 5:30 to 7pm and Thursday, Dec. 3 from 9am to 12 noon.  

Distribution of boxes will be on December 12.

PROJECT INASMUCH
This will be a very busy month for all of us working with this Outreach Program.  Christmas bags, which will include regular food items plus some toys, candy cane and Christmas story will be filled and delivered to the schools on the 17th.

Our Orange Harvest will be on December 6 when we are asking everyone to bring an orange so we can include an apple AND an orange in the children’s Christmas bags.

[image: image4.wmf]The donations of socks and underwear have picked up but we are far short of what we need – we would appreciate your help – boys or girls sizes 5 through 14.  Please pray for us to meet the deadlines and come out and help us bring joy to over 490 children.
FAMILIES FOR CHRISTMAS

Most of the Sunday School classes are working to help needy families have a blessed Christmas.  Many of these families were designated the neediest ones in the schools.  We helped the first family this week – a single mother had asked for a broom and Christmas tree.  We felt this request needed an early answer so we delivered a broom and a tree, complete with ornaments and lights, to this family on Thursday – what a blessing!  The three little girls will receive their gifts later.
Girls for Christ and R.A.s will have their Christmas Party on December 6 at 4:30pm.

[image: image5.wmf]MISSIONS CHRISTMAS CARD
 POST OFFICE
Opened on November 29 – they are ready for your cards.  

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS
OFFERING
December 6, 2009
Goal:   $30,000
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Garry’s Open House 

December 4 and December 18

6:00 – 9:00pm

Glass studio will be open and the living room, dining room and kitchen will be decorated.

CTCA COMMUNICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”

Thanksgiving is past, and Christmas is just around the corner.  It seems that the time keeps going faster and faster.  We are in the middle of the 2nd quarter and the students are doing a wonderful job at learning and acquiring a biblical worldview.  However, we still have far to go.

Last month, I gave listed some thoughts from Christian Counseling Today, from an article titled The Crisis of Belief: what teens believe, the frightening truth that our “Christian” teens are adopting a distorted belief about God.  They are also embracing distorted beliefs about truth.  61% of the teenagers surveyed say that the Bible provides a clear and accurate description of moral truth.  Yet of these same teens, 81% claim that all truth is relative to the individual and the circumstances they are in.  In other words, the Bible is accurate if I believe it to be accurate.  Otherwise, the circumstances I am in determine the ultimate truth.  Truth can change depending on my needs.  (Vol. 16, No. 3 pgs.21, 22)

Teaching young people in our Christian School setting and in our youth group here at Stewartsville that there is one foundational truth that never changes is a battle that is worth the effort.  If we can raise up young people attuned to truth – the Truth – we can see future champions for Christ – the ones to take on the world and see victory.

The importance of Christian schooling was emphasized by one of my students at Liberty University who wrote,  “When Christians prepare for missions they must learn about the culture they are about to minister to.  They must learn about the language and the customs in order to understand how to communicate effectively and to show respect for the people of that culture.  However, before they can go into a mission field they must first learn the foundational truths of Christianity.  I believe that children today lack foundation truths, whether it is from a Christian perspective or a secular one.  I see children who are still in a concrete stage of learning who are being taught a variety of different cultures before they have even learned about the culture they currently live in.  I think this causes confusion and gives them a 'wishy-washy' foundation of who they are, and teaches them to go with whatever works at the moment.”  (Emphasis mine).

Continue to hold us in your prayers.  Lift the students, teachers and staff, and the families that God has given us the privilege to minister too before the Father on a daily basis.  As we pray and work, God will continue to do some amazing things.

For Kingdom Education,

Doc

NEW ARRIVALS
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Congratulations to Jimmy and Shelby Smith on the birth of their son, Elijah James who was born November 8.  Eli weighed 9 
lbs. 11 oz. and was 23” long. Eli joins his big sister Katie. His proud grandparents are Bill and Grace Smith and Wallace and Carol Peed.  


Congratulations to Mac and Sarah Turner on the birth of their son, Duncan Roger who was born November 9 in Istanbul, Turkey.  Duncan weighed 7 lbs. 5 oz. and was a little over 20” long.  Duncan joins his big brother Nathan.  His proud grandparents are Rev. Don & Patsy Malpass and Nan McDonald.

CHOIR CD

Need a last minute gift idea or stocking stuffer?  Purchase a choir CD at our Christmas special price of $6.00 each. To purchase one, see Garry or stop by the church office.
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Dec. 6

“Don’t Be Scared” Preschool Musical


10:15 am Service

Dec. 10
 “Saint Nicholas” Veggie Tales Movie


7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Dec. 13
“Legacy of Love” Children’s Musical


10:15 am Service
Dec. 13
 “The Case for Christmas” Satellite broadcast  

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

Dec. 20
“The Wonder of Christmas” Adult Choir and

3:00 pm & 7:00 pm


Drama  

Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight  Communion Service
6:00 pm – 6:45 pm
All events are free and everyone is invited!

Stewartsville Baptist Church


10401 McColl Road , Laurinburg, N. C.  28352


Phone:  910-277-0077     Fax:  910-277-8682


Email:  contact@stewartsville.org          web address: www.stewartsville.org  �
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