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 Education

Building Community through Bibliology

Wow, that sounds philosophical and sterile.  What in the world does it mean?  Well, our theme for Stewartsville 2010 is “Building Community”.  It is my desire for us to build a Christ-centered fellowship, that is other-centered, oriented around discipleship and good works, and is based upon biblical principles, such as biblical love.  So how can we form community if many of the members of the community do not regularly read, study, and memorize the Bible?  Without the Bible as our guide book, we will seek to build community around our own needs, wants, ideas, and ideals.  Without the foundation of God's word in our community at Stewartsville, we will be unable to fully experience true biblical community, similar to what was experienced in the early church.  We are to come into community around the person of Jesus.  But we can only really know Jesus as we experience Him in the Bible.  He said that we can have fellowship/community with him if we obey His commandments.  Read John 15 and 1,2 John.  It is plastered all over the NT.  But how can we obey what we do not know?  Sadly, most people who profess to know Christ, do not know His word.  Now, do you have to memorize every verse in the Bible? No, but you do need to be in constant communication with Jesus through prayer to the Father and through the systematic reading/study of His word.  

You mean that I have to read the whole Bible? Well, yes!!  Why wouldn't you?  God, who gave us His Son that we might have salvation, also spoke to us (and still speaks to us) through His living word, the Bible.  Every chapter has His heart etched upon it.  He shows us His majesty, His power, His holiness, His glory, His plans, His nature, His likes 
and dislikes, His joys and His sorrows, and much more.  He has given us the greatest set of documents, 66 intertwined books, that has ever been penned.  And what do we do?  We neglect it to our harm.  But we do not have to.  This year, 2010, can be the deepest and richest that our church family has ever experienced.  It starts with individual members of our community, drawing close to God in His word.  As individual members draw close to God in His word and begin to obey His commands, they draw closer to one another.  That is community.  Not coffee and donuts.  But obedience, like-mindedness, servicing together, rejoicing together, sacrificing together, giving for a common purpose, weeping together, laughing together, etc.  That is biblical community.  All ages, multigenerational, growing together in the Lord.  Not segments.  Not factions.  Not separation and isolation.  Togetherness.  Community.  

It begins with bibliology.  It begins with reading the Bible daily.  But where do I begin?  How do I do it?  Is there a plan?  Yes, there are plenty of plans and helps. You can get reminders on your iPhone.  You can get the entire reading of the day sent to your iPhone (or other cellular device), computer, or bundled up in a 365 section daily Bible reading Bible.  There are plans in the Word Of Life Daily Quiet Time.  Look online.  Look in our tract racks.  If you seek, you will find.  Read, study, memorize, grow.  When you read it, pay attention to the context, the details such as names and places, and enjoy the beauty of it.  

Will you commit to read God's word this year?  I hope so.  I want our community to grow in 2010.  It will only grow as a whole as much as individuals grow in their relationship with Jesus through the reading and living out of His word.  What do you get for your efforts?  Only a deeper understanding of the wonder, splendor, holiness, awesomeness, and majesty of God, as well as a deeper fellowship with Him.  Sounds like a good reason to practice bibliology.  




Love y'all, Pastor Eddy

P.S.  For those who love more specific info and tips:

Great website with daily reading plan:  http://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-reading-plan/  Simply register and let the adventure begin.  Even tracks your progress. Part of the website that I use for my word studies:  http://www.biblestudytools.com/
1. Tips on Reading the Bible (From Crosswalk.com website)

1. Start today--there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait. 
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule, and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently for you. 
3. Read for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking for Him to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words you read! 

***********************************





January 7, 2010
7:00pm
   Everyone age 55 and up is invited and welcome!

***************************

UPCOMING MEETINGS


   January 4 
   7:00pm    Deacon’s Meeting 
   January 12    9:00am    Prayer Breakfast

   January 17

        Business Meeting

   January 18    6:30pm    Ladies of Light     
    

PRAYER BREAKFAST
Please plan to join us for the next prayer  breakfast.  We meet at 9:00am in the Discipleship building here at the church on the second Tuesday of each month.  It is open to anyone who would like to attend.  Plan now to join us on Tuesday, January 12 at 9:00am.
And The Lord added………
Baptism:

Zachary Robinson

11-29-09
LADIES BIBLE STUDY

Happy New Year! Ladies, what are you seeking in this time of new starts and new beginnings? What about seeking HIM, the Lord Jesus Christ, the only One who satisfies? You can get back your passion and zeal for the Lord! Let's seek Him together as we start a new 12-week ladies' Bible study by Nancy Leigh DeMoss, "Seeking Him: Experiencing the Joy of Personal Revival". The first class will be Sunday, January 31, from 5:30-7:00 in the Cornerstone Room. The cost will be $18. A weekday class will also be offered--details coming soon. Contact Amanda Simmons at 208-946-6378 for more information. Sign-up sheets are in the Welcome Center.
THANK YOU

Dear Church Family,

Thanks for the beautiful basket of flowers and the food platter.  Your love and prayers helped us during a very difficult time.  God is so good!  My father is now with our mother and with Jesus.  We Praise God that we can say and know this today.   To our God we give the Glory.






Myrtle and Bill McGuirt

Dear Church Family,


Thank you church family for the many acts of love and kindness shown to us during the passing of our mother, grandmother and great grandmother.  Your thoughts, prayers, cards, food, flowers and visits have been a great comfort to all of us.  It is times like this that we realize just how much our church family means to us.  




Love in Christ,




Frances & Arthur Currie




(Currie and Penny families)

Dear Church Family,

I want to say thank you for the prayers, calls, concern, meals and many acts of kindness shown to us during my surgery and recovery.  Words cannot express how much we appreciated everything you did.




Love in Christ,




Linda Peele

Dear Church Family,


Angel and I wish to thank everyone here at Stewartsville for your prayers for us during my recent surgery.  Your calls and concerns meant so much to the both of us.  Of all the Christmas gifts one could receive, we appreciate the gifts of life and love from God, His healing presence and the love of family and friends.




Love in Christ,




Dave Wells

Just a quick thanks for all those who worked so hard on all the Christmas programs.  We are so blessed to have the talent at SBC to be able to present the true message of Christmas through music and drama.

Thank you also for all the beautiful cards and messages of encouragement.

I look forward to a new year of worshipping our Lord and fellowshipping with you all.

Garry
ANGEL FOOD MINISTRY
Orders for Angel Food will be taken onWednesday, January 13 from 5:30 to 7pm and on Thursday, January 14 from 9am to 12 noon.   Distribution will be January 23.
R.A.’s and Girls for Christ will not meet Sunday, January 10 due to our revival.     
The Missions Christmas card Mailbox raised over $500 for Lottie Moon.  Thank you for your support of this project.    
Would you like to spread “LIGHT” into our dark world?  A great way to do this is by joining the Ladies of Light on Monday, January 18 at 6:30pm at the church.  Sharon Molis will be speaking on domestic violence and ladies of all ages are invited to attend.  Please bring a new or slightly used purse to the meeting.  We CAN make a difference in our community and throughout the world!!!!
Evangelism Training Revival
“Every Believer a Witness”

January 10-13, 2010
Sunday services:   10:15am and 7:00pm

Monday – Wednesday:  7:00pm nightly
It involves training everyone 1st grade and above in a “user friendly” method of sharing their faith with others.  Guest revival speaker – Dave Walton.

CTCA COMMUNICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and by the time you read this probably New Year’s Day is past.  It seems that the time keeps going faster and faster.  We are almost through the first semester – one-half of the year is almost behind us.  

Last month, I shared with you from a student’s paper about the importance of having a Christian worldview and being trained to confront our culture.  Putting a child in a good Christian school is not to shelter them from the world, but to prepare them to meet it head-on – and with a strong-grounded belief.  Too many of our young people are being indoctrinated in the world’s way of looking at things to the detriment of their Christian walk.  At CTCA, we are seeking to educate the whole child, preparing them to confront the world and having an arsenal of knowledge that will keep them on the right track.  It is our desire to continue to collaborate with Pastor Rick here at SBC to develop strong followers of Christ.

In the government schools of today, our Christian young people are being taught that the way to understand truth is a pragmatic approach.  In other words, does it work?  Barna’s research shows that 72% of our youth believe that you can tell if something is morally/ethically right by whether or not it works for you.  Therefore, if passing an exam is important and cheating will get you the passing grade – it is OK.  This will eventually lead the believer in this philosophy down a path of self-destruction.  What is of great concern is that youth leaders in churches are seeing this concept on the increase among our Christian youth.  Why?  They are completely immersed in this worldview between the media and government schools.  What can 1 or 2 hours a week in church do to combat the rest of the time spent in this culture.

In the coming weeks we will begin enrolling students for the coming school year.  We are planning on Kindergarten through 9th grade for the 2010 – 2011 school year.  We have limited space, so I encourage anyone thinking of coming next year to move quickly.  Pray that we will find the right staff and families to continue what has been started in this historic inaugural year of Christ the Cornerstone Academy.

For Kingdom Education,

Doc

DECEMBER

Month of Blessings

If you did anything to help with the Outreach activities here at Stewartsville during December, then may God Bless You for your help.

From the first of the month, we started talking about oranges to be included in the bags for the INASMUCH kids.  We needed 490 – a big number – I had my doubts we could get them.  This was the First Blessing – we went over the top when Sandy Carter brought in her 10 oranges!  Whether you brought one orange, two, a bag or a case, God Bless You.  We had 40 oranges left over and we shared those with Christmas Cheer.

The 490 Christmas bags were delivered to the schools on the 17th, along with packages of sox and underwear.  The bags, besides the regular food items, included some toys, (East Laurinburg Church of God provided a bouncy ball for each bag), a candy cane and the Christmas story.

We asked each of the county schools to give us information on their neediest family.  Some of the Sunday School classes, the girls from GC’s and Mary and Rocky Brown chose one of these families (which included 33  children) to provide Christmas for them.

Many others contributed to our efforts.  Lee Howell bought an Angel Food box for each of the 12 families.  Geraldine Simpson’s daughter, Pam, works at a motel at the beach and they donated van loads of sheets, pillows, blankets, toaster, blenders, pots and pans and a set of silverware for each family.

Besides these 12, we provided Christmas for five other families who called or came by the church for help.  Lawrence and Pat King wanted to “give back” for all of God’s blessings this year.  They provided two enormous food boxes, each included a turkey.  The two families who received these boxes were overwhelmed.  Praise the Lord.

At Danny Hardee’s family reunion, his 88-year old grandmother asked her family not to bring personal gifts for her but to bring a donation for INASMUCH, which children are always on her heart.  The donations totaled $303.

Geraldine Simpson makes known the needs for INASMUCH wherever she goes.  This week she brought in a check for $1,000 from a nephew, to match another $1,000 he sent a few months ago, and a $100 check from her brother.  To God Be The Glory!

Let me tell you of this final Blessing – more a miracle – a mother called to ask for help.  Her husband had lung and larynx cancer with huge medical expenses.  They have three boys 1, 4 and 12 years old and she asked for one toy for each of them to open on Christmas morning.  I told her we would get some things together for her boys.  I then drove to the church to bring clothes to another family we were helping.  And what did I find beside the INASMUCH door but a big box of new and barely used toys (which Haywood told me were left by a man driving a red truck).   We used the toys to answer this mother’s prayer – Garry, Julia and I had a time of rejoicing over this, another of God’s Miracles.

Someone driving a red truck obeyed God’s call to take toys to the church which brought joy to three boys on Christmas morning.  One of these toys was a big white bear holding a  pillow which read ‘AMAZING LOVE – John 3:3”.  This was the real reason for this Month of Blessings – God’s Amazing Love.








Ms. Virginia
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