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PASTORAL STAFF

Eddy Simmons, Senior Pastor                   
 217-5724
Lewis F. McLean, Senior Adult Pastor
 276-4603
Garry K. Stuart, Music Minister  

 277-1835      
Richard T. Boda, Youth Pastor
   
 462-3849

“You are invited”

People in the church often look to the pastor and staff for “magical” ideas that will cause the church to grow.  They often think, “if we do something with the time of services, or if we change the music, if we add more life to the services, or more gimmicks to the youth program” we will grow.  I must admit feeling the responsibility of church growth and it is a weighty burden.  I am glad that I can give all of my burdens to the Lord.  While the service times can have an impact on attendance, and while music impacts the age groups that may attend, some of the solutions to church growth are much simpler.  In a recent survey that was noted in the Biblical Recorder, churches that are experiencing rapid growth have one characteristic that sets them apart from churches that are not growing as fast.  What is it?  Bold, conservative preaching?  Not in this survey, although other surveys show that doctrinally conservative churches are growing more than liberal ones.  Is it exciting music programs?  Not according to this survey, although other surveys show the need for excellence in the area of music.  Is it a fun and exciting youth program?  Not in this survey.  So what is the radical idea that is helping these rapidly growing churches to grow?  It is quite simple: the survey showed that in churches that are experiencing rapid growth 87% of their members had invited someone to attend church with them in the past year.  Churches that were not growing showed that 45% of 

their members had not invited one person to attend worship with them in the past year.  Almost 90% of the membership of growing churches had gotten out of their comfort zone and asked a neighbor, family member, co-worker, or other person to attend church with them.  Apparently, a good number of people who were asked to attend, actually did, and a lot of them became involved in church.  Almost half of the members at slower growing churches were not even able to invite one person to church in a year.  How are we doing?  We have exciting times of worship, conservative doctrine, great children’s ministries, excellent youth and college ministries, and a heart for the “the least of these” in our communities.  But, are we inviting our neighbors, co-workers, family members, or others to attend?  I have no survey to back it up, but the answer is: probably not, at least not 90% of us.  I encourage you to invite someone to church this week.  Meet them at the door and introduce them to your SS class.  Who knows, they might say yes!!

Seeking the lost until they are found,



Pastor Eddy




We will not have a regularly scheduled meeting this month.  Please plan to join us here at the church on Saturday, July 4 for a Family Fun Day beginning at 9:30am.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS


   July 5 
   4:30pm    Deacon’s Meeting 
   July 14          9:00am    Prayer Breakfast 
  July 12
   
        Business Meeting

  July 20 
  7:00pm     Laborers For Christ
     
    

PRAYER BREAKFAST
Please plan to join us for the next prayer  breakfast.  We meet at 9:00am in the Discipleship building here at the church on the second Tuesday of each month.  It is open to anyone who would like to attend.  Plan now to join us on Tuesday, July 14 at 9:00am.
LABORERS FOR CHRIST
Monday, July 20 at 7pm 

We will meet at Catherine Britt’s home (12841 Scottish Avenue).  

All women of the church are invited to attend! 

Choir CD’s are still available at our new low price of $10.00.  See Garry or stop by the church office to get a copy.



9:30 am to 12 noon



Activities

Jump Houses for kids

Crafts (necklaces, bookmarks, sand art)

Face Painting



Preschool Tent (bubbles, bean bag toss,


fishing pond, stickers)


Music*


Water Balloon Games

Horse shoes and bocce ball

Football quarterback challenge

Water activities – Bring your swim suit and a 

towel



   Contests


Pie Eating – starts at 10:30

Hula Hoop



Bubble Gum Blowing


After the activities and contests, we’ll enjoy a picnic followed by………..

A Homemade Ice Cream Contest!!  (Please bring a churn full!)

*If anyone would be interested in singing, please contact Jennifer Cole.





Operation Space
A Close Encounter with God’s Word
August 2-6
6:00 – 9:00pm

We’re counting down to fun at Operation Space.  In this galactic adventure like no other, kids learn how God reveals Himself through His world and His Word.  Kids will be transformed into cadets receiving BASIC training at a space academy.
Please contact Beth Tippett or Jan Armstrong if you are interested in being a volunteer.  

A workers meeting will be July 26 at 6pm in the old fellowship hall.

Below are some items we need:

-empty paper towel and toilet tissue rolls
-aluminum foil
-colored masking tape

-colored chalk

-Cross or Bible stickers

-Whiffle golf balls
-metallic curling ribbon

-1 ½ in. Styrofoam balls

-silver star garland

-small or medium cereal or cracker boxes

-empty plastic potato chip containers, powder drink mix containers

-pipe cleaners (any color)

-star and space stickers
Angel Food Ministries

On Saturday, June 20, we distributed 101 boxes of Angel Food to people in our community, including some from our congregation.
A number of our members volunteer each month to help count the items of food (which come in bulk), fill the boxes and carry them out: Bill and Verdie Harding, Diane Stokes, Joyce Braswell, Nelma Ciarrocca, Jimmy and Ellen Weeks, William and Becky Mercer, Anna Walker, Theo Barnes, Bill and Jackie Ray, Earl and Nellie Locklear and Travis Ivey.  We Praise God for their faithfulness.  We thank Pastor Eddy for helping this month to carry boxes to the cars.

For July, orders will be taken at the usual times on July 8 and July 9 and the food will be picked up on July 18 between 12:30 and 1:30pm.

If you know of anyone who could use a box of food, please call Ms. Virginia or the church office as some of the Sunday School classes have purchased boxes so we can help people, especially in the church, or those connected to the church as relatives or friends, who are facing loss of jobs, down-sizing, etc.  Pray for this ministry that it may be an instrument to reach those who are in need and those who are lost.

INASMUCH

The first week of the summer schedule, June 17, we delivered 96 bags and we took boxes of food to eight families.  This second week, June 24, we filled 66 bags as Shaw School was unable to reach its 24 students.  We delivered five boxes of food to families that are having a hard time providing food for the week.

We deliver the bags on Wednesday this summer as this is the only day the Social Workers are at the schools.  Two school personnel deliver 32 bags to the homes of their needy students and we deliver 34 bags each week to homes of the children who were thought to need our help to make it through the summer.

Please pray we will reach those children who are hungry and in need of these snack bags.
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