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 Education

“Where does God like to hang out?”

Well, I know for sure that God does not hang out in the midst of sin.  He hates sin because His nature is holy.  He cannot sin, and He knows the damage that sin does to our individual lives, to others who we sin against, and most importantly, to our relationship with Him.  It is sin that keeps lost people from becoming His children and friends.  It is sin that has corrupted the world that we see.  It is sin that killed our marvelous Savior.  Jesus, thank you for dying for my sin, and for our sins!  For the Believer, sin hurts our fellowship with God, hinders our prayers, and affects those around us.  It does not destroy our secure salvation, but it hinders sweet fellowship with the Lord.  So if God does not hang out around sin, where does He hang out?

“Yet Thou art holy, O Thou Who art enthroned upon the praises of Israel.”  Psalm 22:3

This verse could also be rendered: “Thou dost inhabit the praises of Thy people.”

God hangs out around praise!  He loves praise!  He loves to be praised, because He is praise-worthy, and worthy of praise!  He loves to hang out where His children are telling one another, or sharing with the lost, about His goodness to them.  He loves to inhabit these settings.  He is pleased with us when we are praising one another for what we see Him doing in us.  He is pleased when we are publicly praising him in the fellowship of Believers.  He is pleased to inhabit our services when we are praising Him in song, 
through giving, through testimonies, and through the preaching of the word.  He loves to inhabit such meetings.  He lends His power to such times as these.

On the opposite end of the spectrum, He does not inhabit our times of gossip, murmuring, squabbling, or other times when we are sinning, privately or publicly.  His character is one of truth and holiness and He cannot inhabit our sinfulness.  He comes against such things as these.  It has been said of some churches that they should be renamed “Ichabod” – “The glory has departed”.   No praise is happening in them, and God must leave, and take His glory with Him.  But PTL our name is still Stewartsville and His glory is present with us.

Therefore, I must praise Him for blessing in our services.  Amanda and I, and many, many others continually remark about the good work that He is doing in our fellowship at Stewartsville.  We, and others, sense His Spirit in our services.  He is moving in our midst.  He is inhabiting my times of personal and corporate worship.  He is encouraging me on Wed. nights, Sun. mornings, and Sun. nights, as we gather to praise Him.  He is filling my heart with praise for His goodness.  I want to be where He is.  I could easily take my eyes off of Him and fall into having a critical spirit, but He would chasten me for such a spirit, and worse yet, He would leave me there by myself.  Saved, but existing in a time of broken fellowship, and unheard prayers.  Therefore, I want to hang out where God hangs out, in the midst of praise.  He also hangs out in the prayer closet, in the Bible, and in the midst of our times of serving Him.  He hangs out with those who acknowledge sin and He restores sweet fellowship.  What a great God we serve!  He is indeed worthy of our praise!  



Loving Him and loving you,



 Pastor Eddy





September 3, 2009
7:00pm

Everyone age 55 and up is invited and welcome!

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS


   Sept. 6 
   4:30pm    Deacon’s Meeting 
   Sept. 8          9:00am    Prayer Breakfast 
   Sept. 13

        Business Meeting

   Sept. 21 
  7:00pm     Laborers For Christ
     
    

PRAYER BREAKFAST
Please plan to join us for the next prayer  breakfast.  We meet at 9:00am in the Discipleship building here at the church on the second Tuesday of each month.  It is open to anyone who would like to attend.  Plan now to join us on Tuesday, September 8 at 9:00am.
And The Lord added………
Letter:


Christy Teel

08-02-09

Beverlee Larrabee
08-23-09
Baptism:


Michelle Gibbons
08-23-09
THANK YOU

Dear Church Family,


Thank you for the cards, calls, food, drinks, flower and most of all your prayers.   The love and kindness shown to us during this difficult time was very much appreciated.  We could not have made it without our Church family.  




Love in Christ,




Earl and Nellie Locklear

To the Disaster Relief Team,


A huge Thank You to Dick Britt, Morris Britt, George Phelps, Jim Coulter and Jake Jacobs for installing hand rails at our home recently.  I will now be able to go down the steps without a fear of falling.  What a wonderful ministry for our church and community.  Thank you again.




Love in Christ,




Pat and Bobby Ray

******

Choir Notes

It is now time for all of our choirs to get started back for the fall, and we have a choir for everyone from preschool to adult.  See the schedule below for the time and place for each of our choirs. 

“Oh come, let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully with psalms.  For the Lord is the great God.”  Psalm 95:1-3a

PRESCHOOL CHOIR – This year we will meet in conjunction with AWANA on Wednesday night, starting September 9 @ 6:15pm

CHILDREN’S CHOIR – Starts September 13 @ 6:00 with “Miss Betty”.  This choir is for grades 1-6

YOUTH CHOIR – Each Wednesday night from 6:30-7:30 in the Youth Building

ADULT CHOIR – We rehearse each Wednesday night (year round) at 8:00pm in the choir room.  We will be starting Christmas music in about 2 weeks. 

Come join us!!



Garry

PANTRY


Our new shelves are working well.  We still have a few boxes from Feed the Children that contain toiletries that we will be giving out along with food boxes.  Thank you who donated peanut butter and jelly.  We now have a good supply but we are low on sugar and flour – small packages are best, given some of the people live alone.

ANGEL FOOD


We delivered 68 boxes of food on Saturday, August 18.  We had some new volunteers that made the load much lighter.  We will be taking orders on September 9 and 10 and delivering boxes on September 19.  The September menu is very good.  We gave out 3 free boxes this month and they were very much needed and appreciated – two of them were INASMUCH families.  We Praise God for the help of the Sunday School classes.  

INASMUCH


We Thank God for the school supplies – they were divided among the 13 schools and delivered on Monday, the 24th.  The school personnel were very appreciative.  Along with the supplies, we gave a package of boys and girls underwear to the 10 elementary schools for use by the small children who tend to have accidents.  The 10 packages for girls were donated by Laborers For Christ ladies, and we thank them for this help.


We will start delivery of 250 snack bags on August 27.  We have 50 pairs of croc shoes for each of the 10 elementary schools and 3 pairs for each middle school.  These were left over from the Feed the Children folks.

We were blessed to have Gene and Sue Ivey, on their trip to Michigan, able to buy a good supply of Slim Jims.  Since the fire at the Conagra plant recently, we have been unable to find a sufficient number for the bags.  


Please pray for this ministry and come out on Thursday mornings at 8:00am to work with us to feed these children.
FREE DENTAL CLINIC

Fri. & Sat., Sept. 11 & 12

6:00am-until

 

ADULTS ONLY

X-rays, fillings, extractions OR cleanings

 

No appointments are necessary.  This is a first come, first served clinic.  We will treat as many adults as we can in our time allotment.  Waiting will be outside, so please plan your day accordingly.  Bring with you anything you might need, as the wait may be long.

Bring your snacks/umbrella/hats/medicine and patience.

 

YOU MUST BRING: 
1.  list of current medications
2.  some form of proof of income

 

Anyone with dental training and would like to volunteer to help with the clinic, can go to www.ncmissionsofmercy.org and sign up under VOLUNTEERS.  Please encourage your personal dentist to be a part of this service.

 

Other volunteers will be needed to help set up the clinic and take care of miscellaneous chores during the clinic.  Please contact Barbara Causey if you are willing to help.

 

Meals will be provided for the volunteers.  The Social Committee will be in charge of food.  If you would like to donate food items, please contact Jerri Smith at 276-1533 or call the church office.

 

We ask that you be in prayer for the success of the clinic. We are very fortunate to host the free clinic for the 3rd year.  Scotland Community Health Clinic is again furnishing workers and finances to help make this event possible.

 

CTCA COMMINICATION CORNER
Psalm 86:11 (NASB) – “Teach me your way, O LORD, I will walk in Your truth”

Recently I wrote a letter to the Editor of the Laurinburg Exchange speaking to the work of the ACLU to take away our religious freedoms. I would not have dreamed that the day would come where Christians in this country could face jail time for praying over a meal. Yet, that is happening in Florida right now. As to be expected, someone quickly responded to the Editor, that the ACLU was only trying to uphold the safety of our country by keeping religion out of government places. If you carefully study American History, you see that our early settlers came here to escape persecution and imprisonment for practicing their religion. The Founding Fathers regularly prayed in the “government” places they met. Somehow, our History is being redacted and changed.

This is one of the reasons for schools like CTCA. We seek to train young people in the truth. We seek to raise up a generation of Godly men and women who can go into the marketplace, the law rooms, the medical facilities, the media, as well as other places and make a stand for the truth. We have 10 students who are being educated in the foundations of what made this country great. We have 10 students who are being taught according to God’s truth. We have a staff that is dedicated to Kingdom Education. Our staff is impressive, three elementary teachers all certified with Master’s degrees, our elementary Teachers Assistant is certified and holds a Bachelors degree. We have two instructors who are University professors with doctorates in the Middle School. Together they produce a substantial field of knowledge and experience.

As we continue this year, Satan will come against us. In some ways, he already has. Satan does not want to see God’s work succeed. However, we know from God’s Word in First John that He that is for us is greater than the one against us. Satan is already defeated – he just does not accept that.

This year we are seeking to collect Campbell’s labels and Box Tops for Education. These are ways to allow us to continue to grow the ministry. If you have these, you may drop them off here at the church. In addition, I am looking for a volunteer who would be willing to oversee and mail in these labels and Box Tops.

Continue to pray for our staff and students. Lift their families up to God on a daily basis. Pray for some of the needs that we have. I would like to see an age-appropriate playground equipped for recess time. We are planning ways to do community service as a school – pray that we can impact our community for Christ.

I see the day when CTCA will be as recognized and respected in this community as SBC already is.

For Kingdom Education,

Doc
**************
AWANA needs you!
(AWANA starts back Sept. 9)

The children are excited about starting another year learning scripture and being in fellowship with other believers in Christ ….. are you?
Adults are needed to commit their time, energy, wisdom, experience, and talents to children who are eager to learn God’s Word.  We need you on Wednesday nights from 6:15 to 8:00pm to minister to children from ages 3 through 6th grade. Please don’t ignore this plea and assume someone else will volunteer.  We need you ALL!

Call Jan at 277-8556 or email her at  armstrongwilliam@bellsouth.net to sign up to work with a class.  I am praying that many of you will respond to our AWANA ministry and help make this year successful.  

God bless you!



Jan


   Fall Ladies Bible Study

Imagine what your life would be like without worry!  You can learn to let go and trust God!  Join us as we take this journey to freedom from anxiety as we study “Calm My Anxious Heart” by Linda Dillow.  In this 12 week study, you will discover what the Bible says about contentment and ways to apply it to your daily life.  Two class times to choose from:  starts Sunday, Sept. 13 at 5:30pm here at the church or Thursday, Sept. 17 from 3pm – 4:30pm at Scotland Place.  Sign up at the Welcome Center.  For more info, contact Amanda Simmons.
Men’s Bible Study - ”The Measure of a Man”

An in-depth Bible study for men will begin on Sunday, Sept. 13 at 6pm.  This study will look at 20 godly character qualities that all men should strive for.  We will study God’s heart for godly men as illustrated in 1 Timothy and Titus.  This study will last for 10 weeks this fall and 10 weeks next year.  The material was developed by Dr. Gene Getz, pastor and author.  We will also have a Thursday night class, beginning Sept. 17 at 6pm.  This class is being made available so that fathers and sons, or grandfathers and grandsons, can come and study God’s word together.  It will also be open to men who cannot come on Sunday night.  Come join other men as we seek to discover God’s heart for discipling godly men.   Pastor Eddy.
Extraordinary Women ’09 is Coming!

We are so blessed to be able to host, via satellite, here at Stewartsville Baptist the EWomen ’09 Conference.  It will be a live simulcast of the conference in Roanoke, Virginia.  Those that go to Roanoke will pay $40-50 each, while we only will pay $10 per person.  What a deal!  

Some of the speakers include Karen Kingsbury, Candace Cameron Bure, Nancy Leigh DeMoss and Stormie O’Martian.  Amy Grant will sing as well as Charles Billingsley.  

It will be Saturday, September 26 from 9:15am until 4:00pm.  We will learn how to let go of past hurts and bondage.  This will be an evangelistic event.

Invite lost friends, family and co-workers – great outreach opportunity!  Instead of selling tickets, we will simply collect the $10 cash/check at the door.  Lunch will be on your own.  Sorry, no childcare provided.  

Mark your calendars now!  Contact church office 277-0077 or Amanda Simmons 208-946-6378 for more info.    

Stewartsville Baptist Church


10401 McColl Road , Laurinburg, N. C.  28352


Phone:  910-277-0077     Fax:  910-277-8682


Email:  contact@stewartsville.org          web address: www.stewartsville.org  �
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